
THE POT THAT JUAN BUILT
FOCUS:

Overview:  Students learn how an artisan named Juan produces pottery using a traditional production method.  His work has resulted in economic growth for his village as the demand for this type of art increases.  Students learn about productive resources and the steps of production through the story and then follow-up activities.   They help Juan create a marketing plan to increase the sales of his pots. The story is told using a cumulative rhyme that summarizes the life’s work of renowned Mexican potter, Juan Quezada.  Additional information describes the process he uses to create his pots after the style of the Casas Grandes people.   The literature combined with the history and culture of Mexico is complemented by the beautiful illustrations. 

Background Information:  Before Juan’s entrepreneurship villagers of Marta Ortiz were primarily poorly paid farm laborers in neighboring Mormon orchards.  Now the villagers can work as independent potters creating art that supports their families and affords them modern kitchens, heating, and hot and cold running water in their adobe homes.  People in the village are happy.  They no longer need to leave their home to find jobs.

Curriculum Alignment:  
Voluntary National Content Standards in Economics:

Content Standard 1:  Students will understand that: Productive resources are limited.  Therefore, people cannot have all the goods and services they want; as a result, they must choose some things and give up others.

	At the completion of Grade 4, students will know that:
	At the completion of Grade 4, students will use this knowledge to:

	Goods are objects that can satisfy people's wants.
	Create a collage representing goods that they or their families consume.

	People's choices about what goods and services to buy and consume determine how resources will be used.
	Explain why a choice must be made, when given some land and a list of alternative uses for the land.

	Productive resources are the natural resources, human resources, and capital goods available to make goods and services.
	Identify examples of natural resources, human resources, and capital goods, used in the production of a given product.

	Natural resources, such as land, are "gifts of nature;" they are present without human intervention.
	Use a resource map of this state to locate examples of natural resources.

	Human resources are the quantity and quality of human effort directed toward producing goods and services.
	Draw pictures representing themselves as workers. Also, identify examples of human resources used in the production of education at their school.

	Capital goods are goods that are produced and used to make other goods and services.
	Draw a picture representing a capital good used at school. Also, identify examples of capital goods used to produce a good or service in their community.

	Human capital refers to the quality of labor resources, which can be improved through investments in education, training, and health.
	Give examples of how to improve their human capital. Explain how an athlete invests in his or her human capital.

	Entrepreneurs are people who organize other productive resources to make goods and services.
	Select an entrepreneur and identify the productive resources the entrepreneur uses to produce a good or service.

	People who make goods and provide services are called producers.
	Identify producers of five different types of goods and five different types of services.


Grade 8
	At the completion of Grade 8, students will know the Grade 4 benchmarks for this standard, and also that:
	At the completion of Grade 8, students will use this knowledge to:

	Scarcity is the condition of not being able to have all of the goods and services that one wants. It exists because human wants for goods and services exceed the quantity of goods and services that can be produced using all available resources.
	Work in groups representing a scout troop that has volunteered to assist at a local nursing home on Saturday morning. The nursing home has a list of 30 possible projects, all of which it would like completed. Explain why all 30 projects cannot be completed on a Saturday morning.


PREPARE:

Materials:  Book – The Pot that Juan Built by Nancy Andrews-Goebel. ISBN 1-58430-038-8.  A cumulative rhyme summarizes the life’s work of renowned Mexican potter, Juan Quezada.  Additional information describes the process he uses to create his pots after the style of the Casas Grandes people.  


Construct:  

1.  Locate the book and read for practice and content.
2.  Copy Hand-out #1 Discussion Questions.  Number depends on if group or 
independent work is preferred.
3.  Copy Hand-out #2 Productive Resource Classification – one per every two students.

4.  Copy Hand-out #3 Pottery Production Process – one per every two students.

5.  Copy Hand-out #4 Marking Plans for Juan – one per every two students.


6.  Go to www.ceed.uark.edu and get the PowerPoint that complements this book.  It has additional web links in it, photos of that area of Mexico, and reviews of the pot making process.

TEACH:

Introduction:  Show a clay pot.  Ask what process has been used to create the pot.  Inquire about experiences making pottery by students.

Activities:  


1)
Use the accompanying PowerPoint to show students the town of Mata Ortiz.  Compare this town to the town where you live.  Show students where Mata Ortiz is located on a map of Mexico in the state of Chihuahua.


2)
Read the left-hand page of each spread.  This tells the story in rhyme format of the pot that Juan built.

3)
Discuss the story and the steps to making a pot using this traditional method.

4)
Reread the story.  This time include the information on right-hand page of each spread.  This explains more detail about the pot building process and the way that Juan discovered the process and taught it to others.  Also read the information in the back of the book about the pot production process.
5) Review discussion questions to determine students understanding of the book and pottery making process.

6) Ask students what materials were needed to produce these pots.  (clay; potter; minerals for paint; hair; cow manure; bones; stones or beans)

7) Define land or natural resources as materials used in production that are naturally occurring.  Ask students to name a few of the resources used by Juan that would be natural resources. (clay, manure)

8) Define labor or human resources as the work done by people for production of a good or service.  Ask students to name the person who provided the human resource. (Juan or other artist in his town.)

9) Define an entrepreneur as a person who combines the other productive resources to produce a product.  Who was the entrepreneur in the story? (Juan)

10) Define capital as human-made machines or tools used in production.  Ask students if any capital tools are used in the production process of these pots.  (If you read the description of the production process at the end of the book they may name the pot that is put over the piece that is being fired.  Also picks and shovels.)

11) Explain that all of the factors used in production are called productive resources or inputs to production.

12) Have students complete the hand-out categorizing the productive resources.


13) Discuss why so many of the productive resources are natural resources.  (capital tools were not available when Casas Grandes produced the original pots)  
14) Write the steps of the pot production on the board or show on an overhead.  Have the students put them in the correct order.  

15) Discuss why collectors want these pots? (they are hand-made using a traditional method; they are created by an individual artist)

16) How has Mata Ortiz changed due to Juan’s pot making process? (the adobe houses now have modern kitchens, heating units and hot and cold running water)

17) Discuss how the people who live in Mata Ortiz can now live in their home-town and make a living.  Before the introduction of the pot production the people were farm laborers who were very poorly paid.  Now they can earn a living and afford a few modern conveniences.  

18) What has made it possible for the people to improve their standards of living in Mata Ortiz?  (an entrepreneur names Juan who developed the process and taught others how to do it) (consumers or collectors around the world wanting the pots)
19) Optional Creative Thinking Activity: Have students help Juan create a marketing plan to increase the sales of his pots.

Closure:  Ask students if they would want to work as potters.  Discuss the benefits of having jobs in your town.  Discuss the costs of moving away from your home.  Discuss ways to improve standards of living for people. (jobs that pay more or provide better working conditions)
Evaluation:


Performance Task:  Have students read The Goat in the Rug by Tommie dePaola.  Have them categorize the productive resources into land, labor and capital and list six steps of production.
Connect:  


Web links: 

http://mataortizpottery.com/ 

http://www.ortizpots.com/ 

http://www.gypsygallery.com/ 

http://www.oneworldmagazine.org/gallery/matao/ 
http://www.leeandlow.com/booktalk/goebel.html - tells about the author

http://www.leeandlow.com/books/juan.html - shows awards won by the book

http://www.thefolkartgallery.com/newsletters/mataortiznewsletter/creatingapot.htm
Hand-out #1
Discussion Questions

1. What jobs did Juan do before he became a potter? (farm laborer, railroad hand, sharecropper, and boxer)  You may need to explain that a sharecropper does not own the land.  He just works it for a portion of the product grown.  
2. Who were the Casas Grandes? (Indigenous people who had vanished from the Mata Ortiz region over six hundred years ago.)

3. What changed Mata Ortiz from an impoverished village of poorly paid laborers into a prosperous community of working artists?  (Juan’s discovery of this process of producing pots and teaching others in the village how to do it.)

4. What is burned to heat or fire the pots? (cow manure)

5. What resources are used to make the paints for the pots? (manganese and red iron oxide)

6. What resource is used to paint the pot? (children’s hair – his granddaughter’s is especially good)

7. How did Juan learn to make pots? (He found potsherds when he was 12 years old.  He experimenting until he learned to make the pots.)

8. What does Juan do after he shapes the pot and before he paints it? (Juan polishes the pot using animal bones, smooth stones, or dried beans.)

9. Describe the process of forming the pot.  (Juan makes a flat tortilla for the bottom and forms coils called chorizo for the sides.  He then smoothes the coils together.)
10. What type of clay does Juan prefer to use? (barro blanco, a pure white clay he digs in the Sierra Madre mountains)

11. How did Juan discover the white clay? (followed an ant trail and dug where they were getting clay)

12. Where can you see Juan’s pots now? (museums, art galleries)

Hand-out #2
Productive Resource Classification
List of resources: 

pick 


shovel

bucket

water

strainer

clay


puki


chorizo

tortilla


sand paper
stone

beans

deer bone

human hair
minerals

metate

cow manure

cottonwood bark


quemador

Juan


potters
Place the resources listed above into the correct category.
	natural resources
	human resources
	capital tools

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Terminology:

tortilla – flat piece of clay used for bottom of pot

puki – Shallow bowl used for support

chorizo – sausage shaped coils of clay

ollo – new pot being made

metate – traditional grinding stone

quemador – inverted clay but that covers the pot during the firing process
Hand-out #3
Pot Production Process

1) 






form tortilla

2) 





poor through strainer
3) 





dig clay 
4) 





polish pot
5) 





soak materials in water
6) 





knead clay

7) 





roll clay into sausage

8) 





grind minerals for paint
9) 





smooth walls
10) 



   

dry pot

11) 



    

fire pot

12) 



    

paint pot

Hand-out #4

Marketing Plan for Juan’s Pots
Juan can make more money if he can sell each pot for more money.  Help Juan identify good places to sell his pots and techniques for increasing the value of the pots.  Work in groups of three to create a marketing plan for Juan.

Places to sell pots:

Places to advertise:

Marketing Strategies:
Answers:

	natural resources
	human resources
	capital tools

	water
	Juan
	pick

	clay
	potters
	shovel

	chorizo
	
	bucket

	tortilla
	
	strainer

	stone
	
	puki

	beans
	
	sand paper

	deer bone
	
	metate

	human hair
	
	quemador

	minerals
	
	

	cow manure
	
	

	cottonwood bark
	
	


Pot Production Process

1)     dig clay

   
  
 



2)    soak materials in water



3)    poor through strainer 
 



4)    knead clay






5)    form tortilla






6)    roll clay into sausage




7)    smooth walls






8)    dry pot







9)    polish pot







10)   grind minerals for paint
   



11) 
paint pot



    



12) 
fire pot
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