Economic Dimensions of Arkansas History

Mapping Our Way through Arkansas History
By Rita Littrell, PhD
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	Overview:  This activity is designed as the introduction and culminating activity to a unit of study on the economic dimensions of Arkansas history.  After showing the introductory PowerPoint, Arkansas Pride, (http://bmcee.uark.edu/1444.asp) use this activity to create topic specialists (history 1 & 2, industry, transportation, natural resources, and geography) who will then be assigned to teams for game play. An Arkansas road map serves as a graphic organizer.   

Background Information:  The study of Arkansas history is much more meaningful if students develop an understanding of the factors that caused the historical occurrences.  Middle school students enjoy competitive activities.  This lesson is designed as a springboard to the lifetime curiosity about the state of Arkansas, including its rich history and culture.  Hopefully, with this knowledge, students will develop pride and appreciation for the many opportunities they have today.  Perhaps, they will strive to make good decisions that will have positive effects on the citizens of Arkansas tomorrow.

Objectives: 

· Compare and contrast the six geographical land regions of Arkansas.

· Identify and map the major rivers of Arkansas while learning of their economic effects on the state.

· Examine the economic uses and effects on development of Arkansas’ natural resources.

· Identify early settlements and their role in economic development.

· Connect agricultural development to geographic regions.

· Describe the development of manufacturing and industry in Arkansas as technological advances occurred.  (e.g., railroad, timber, electricity)

· Explore the effects of tourism on the economy of Arkansas.
Materials:  The materials are designed for a class of thirty students (six groups of five students).  If there are more students, place six students in a group.  This activity is based on six content categories or topics: geography, industry, history (divided into two parts), natural resources and transportation.

· Six maps of Arkansas.  These can be ordered for free from Arkansas Parks and Tourism (http://arkansas.com/maps/ or call 1-800-NATURAL). 

· 30 colored wooden sticks – 5 of 6 different colors

· Map Locator page for each topic. 

· Five colors of markers, assorted small sticky notes (yellow, green and blue).

· Content Summaries. 

· What I Know and Want to Know page – one per student.
Construct:  To prepare for the lesson


1.  Make one copy of each of the Map Locator pages on tag board.  Use a different color for each category.


2.  Make ‘lucky dip’ sticks by writing the name of a topic on five sticks of the same color.  Write geography on five sticks of one color, industry on another, etc.
3. Number each ‘lucky dip’ stick with one to five.  Each color will have one stick numbered 1 and one numbered 2, etc.

4. Make five copies of each content summary.  This will be one per student.

5. Copy What I Know and Want to Know page for each student.

Introduction:  Ask students the following questions to lead into the activity.

· What industries are in Arkansas?

· What resources does Arkansas offer to the global marketplace?

· What items do we import from other countries?

· What role does transportation play in the economic development of the state?

· Why did cities such as Little Rock and Fort Smith develop?

· How has history affected the growth and development of the state?

· What should we do to make us globally competitive?

· What entrepreneurs are from Arkansas?

Activities:  

Day 1:  Students work in groups to become specialists in a selected topic of Arkansas history.  After developing areas of expertise, the students will regroup and compete against other teams to gain the most points by correctly answering the multiple choice questions.  This lesson is designed to lead the students through the process of becoming Arkansas content experts.  

1)  Have students draw a wooden stick from a container.  This is called ‘lucky dip’!  This stick will determine the student’s assigned group.


2)  Have students gather into groups of content specialization based on the stick selected from the lucky dip.  Give each group the appropriate Map Locator page and Content Summary information.


3)  Give each group an Arkansas map.  Have students read the content summary in their groups.


4)  Have each group work through the Map Locator page, developing their expertise.  Allow approximately 30 minutes to read the summary and to locate the places on the map.


5)  Once they have completed developing their knowledge have the students to prepare a way to share their information with the entire class.  They could create songs, PowerPoint presentations, skits or anything appropriate to share information with their classmates.  

Day 2:

6) Distribute a copy of What I Know and Want to Know to each student.  Tell them to complete this sheet as they watch the presentations by each group.

7) Allow time for students to share their presentations with their classmates.  This will probably take half of one class period.  Encourage students to ask questions of the presenters.

8) Now it is time to play the game.  Have students to form new groups based on the number on their ‘lucky dip’ stick.  All ones should form a group, etc.  This will result in five groups.  You may need to adapt the group sizes based on your class size.  The objective is to have at least one topic specialists in each group.  http://bmcee.uark.edu/1444.asp 
9)  Have each group select a name that represents Arkansas for their group.  These groups will play the game.

10)  The objective of the game is to end with the most points.  Like Jeopardy, each group may select the category and difficulty level.  More points are awarded for the higher difficulty levels.  If a question is missed the category and level can be selected by another group.  A different question will be given.  Once a question is correctly answered for that category and level, it is no longer available.  

11) The winning team is the one with the most points when all categories and levels are successfully answered.  Another option is the team with the most points at the end of the class period wins.

Closure:  To recap the game, discuss with students some of the major points they have learned about the history of Arkansas.  Discuss each topic. Ask students to share observations that connect the topics.  Ideas for discussion:

· Some industries developed near the natural resources needed for the industry.

· Some industries developed near modes of transportation. 

· Some cities developed at different periods of time based on the current best mode of transportation.  

· Little Rock and Fort Smith developed when river travel was vital.  

· Wal-Mart and its distribution centers do not depend on river or rail but on highways.

· Entrepreneurs shaped the economic development of Arkansas through companies such as Murphy Oil, Acxiom, Alltel, J.B. Hunt, and Tyson Foods.

These connections help to move students to a better understanding of why events happened.  You might keep a running list in the class so that students can add to it throughout the year. 

Student success in the game will show their knowledge of the economic dimensions of Arkansas history.  Encourage them to use the provided Internet sites for further research and then play the game again.

Performance Task:  Assign students to write five observations of connections they made among the content areas of the game.  These would be similar to the ones discussed in the closure.
Graphing:  

· Graph the revenues of the top twenty Arkansas firms.  These companies are listed in the Arkansas Democrat Gazette in the business section.  Students will need to research to find the revenues.

· Have students select an Arkansas company and follow the price of its stock for a period of time and then make a line graph showing its price over time.

Writing:  

Write a letter to the governor suggesting where you think state funds should be spent to promote economic development in the state of Arkansas.



A special thanks to many students in my economics class for future teachers.  Stefanie L. Liles and DeAnna Skaggs spent many hours of research and creative thinking to move the activity from a concept towards a final product.  Many others were also instrumental including: Bentley R. Seal.
What I Know & What I Want to Know
For each group presentation, record two things you learned and note two things you want to know.
	Group
	What I Know
	What I Want to Know

	1. 
	· 
	

	2. 
	
	·    

	3. 
	
	· 

	4. 
	· 
	

	5. 
	
	

	6. 
	
	


Optional Hand-out: Map of Arkansas
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Optional Hand-out of Regions
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History Map Locator: Part 1 ---Pre-reconstruction
Find and Label with a Highlighter:
· The areas in which the three major Native American Tribes lived in Arkansas.  Include the tribe names: Caddo, Quapaw and Osage.
· Circle the first post of Arkansas, which was established by Henri De Tonti

· The city that is named after the first governor of Arkansas 
· Pea Ridge and Prairie Grove Battle Field Parks in northwest Arkansas where major Civil War battles took place

· Note who won these battles

· Other cities anywhere in the state where major battles were fought during the Civil War: Arkansas Post, Helena, Pine Bluff and Little Rock.

· Note who won these battles

· In 1821, the territorial government was moved from the Arkansas Post to more centrally located ___________.  Highlight this site.
· The main area where cotton was grown through a plantation-style system.  Highlight this region with diagonal lines.
· The area where the Arkansas Peace Society was formed, which was a group of people who opposed the decision to secede from the Union. 
· The city in southwest Arkansas where the capitol was moved to for a short time when Little Rock fell in a Civil War battle.
History Summary:  PART 1

The study of Arkansas history is important for a number of reasons.  It lets us know where we come from and it helps us learn from our past as we chart our future.  Young people can obtain a sense of being part of an ongoing saga and gain a perspective on their place in history.  Finally, it is enjoyable to have knowledge of the state and the people who made us what we are.    

Early Inhabitants- When European explorers came to what is today Arkansas in the 1500’s they found a sizable population already here.  The original people were organized and lived in distinct tribes.  Europeans recorded the names of these tribes as Osage, Quapaw, and Caddo.

Caddo- The Caddo tribes lived in the Red River and Ouachita Valleys of the southwest.  They were productive farmers who produced crops of corn, squash, and beans, and participated in some hunting.  Their houses were cone shaped, and were made with long poles in the ground in a circle.  They tied these together at the top, and a cover was made out of thick thatched grass.  Caddo Indian men wore deer skin that had been tanned and sometimes adorned with fringe and seeds.  The women wore skirts make of woven grass or cloth made from plants.  Both the men and women of the Caddo tribe had tattoos and wore body paint.

Quapaw- The Quapaws lived in eastern Arkansas and would be the first “discovered” by European explorers.  Quapaw means “Downstream People,” but other people would call the tribe “the Arkansas.”  They lived in the valley of the Arkansas River and were primarily farmers who, like the Caddo, grew squash, beans, and corn.  They also hunted and fished.  The houses were long rectangles with curved roofs made from wood and covered by bark and were usually shared by several families.  The explorers who would encounter the Quapaw described them as tall and handsome people, who were friendly and peaceful.

Osage- This tribe did not actually live in Arkansas as their home villages were located in what is now southern Missouri.  They did however consider what became north Arkansas as their hunting lands. Osage hunting parties sometimes attacked Caddo and Quapaw tribes and sometime after the 1700's, the Osage dominated the northwest part of Arkansas.

European Explorers- In 1542, Hernando de Soto was the first European explorer to enter what is today Arkansas.  He was an explorer for Spain and was primarily seeking gold.  De Soto’s party entered what became Arkansas, crossing the Mississippi near West Memphis, wandered around central Arkansas, and after the death of de Soto left the state for the Gulf of Mexico. 

140 years later, Rene de La Salle explored and claimed the entire Mississippi River valley, including what was to become Arkansas for the French.  He named the territory Louisiana after the King of France. 

Henri de Tonti, a French explorer, established a trading post named Arkansas Post near the mouth of the Arkansas River, which was the state’s first permanent Euro-American settlement. De Tonti is often called “the Father of Arkansas.”

United States Territory-  In 1803 the Louisiana territory, including what became Arkansas, was purchased from France by the newly independent United States.  It more than doubled the size of the United States and President Jefferson was very interested in the exploration of the new territory.  The Lewis and Clark expedition that explored the territory west to the Pacific Ocean is very well known, but a lesser known expedition was also commissioned by Jefferson.  Although George Hunter and William Dunbar’s expedition was not as publicized as Lewis and Clark’s, their exploration of the Ouachita River in Arkansas and Louisiana was very important.  For the first time explorers wrote detailed accounts of the Arkansas area using official studies and accurate scientific methods.  Hunter and Dunbar were the first explorers to send Jefferson reports about the Louisiana Purchase.  Hunter was trained as a medical doctor and Dunbar was a farmer, scientist, and diplomat.  Their expertise and training in different areas was important to the success of the expedition. 

Early Settlement

in 1803, Colonial Arkansas had perhaps 500 white inhabitants, most of them of French descent, living along the Mississippi River and the lower portions of the Arkansas and White rivers. Some of them were American citizens who had begun to trickle in during the 1790s, and their numbers increased when the land became part of the United States. The American settlement of Arkansas, however, did not begin in earnest until after the War of 1812. The Census of 1810 covered only eastern Arkansas, and there were some new settlers in the central and northern parts of the area, but the total white population and their small number of slaves was probably not much over the official count of 1,062 people. 

The first significant American settlement of Arkansas came from the southeast portion of rapidly growing Missouri, where, by 1810, settlers were already moving down the Southwest Trail that ran diagonally from Cape Girardeau in Missouri across central Arkansas to the Red River in the southwest. Over the next decade, this migration increased and left settlements in the White and the Arkansas River valleys, various points on the upper Ouachita River and its tributaries, and in the Red River bottom land. As a result, the population center of Arkansas shifted well to the west of Arkansas Post, and the influence of the French settlers in the east rapidly declined. The growth was hardly spectacular, but in 1819 the Arkansas Territory was officially established. In 1821, the territorial government was moved from Arkansas Post to more centrally located Little Rock.  The Census of 1820, which covered the entire territory (but excluded the Cherokee), found only 14,273 people. In 1830, there were 30,388.

Arkansas’s population grew rapidly during the 1830’s as massive numbers of Americans moved to all parts of the west. An 1835 census listed 52,240 people, and the number jumped to 97,974 in 1840. It doubled to 209,987 in 1850 and then doubled again to 435,450 in 1860. Nonetheless, in 1860 Arkansas still had only eight people per square mile and was barely out of its frontier stage. The early American immigration to Arkansas included large numbers of people from Kentucky and Tennessee, and those states continued to be important sources of settlers. With the growth of the cotton kingdom, however, an increasing number of new settlers came from the other southern states. In 1840, a majority of the white population of Arkansas lived in the highland areas of the north and west, but by 1860, about sixty percent were in the cotton-growing lowlands of the south and east.

Statehood- On June 15, 1836, Arkansas became the 25th state to be admitted to the Union.  In order for Arkansas to be admitted as a slave state, another state had to be admitted as a free state to maintain the balance between slave and free states.  So Arkansas was admitted as the slave state, and Michigan was admitted as the free state. James Sevier Conway was elected the first governor of the state of Arkansas.  Conway’s tenure as governor was a mixture of success and controversy. Under his administration, the state’s institutional structure took shape, including the banking system, the prison system, and an expanded network of public roads. With the Second Bank of the United States set to expire in 1836, Conway and other state leaders believed that it was crucial for the state to charter a bank that would furnish money and credit and serve as depository for surplus state funds. Two of the General Assembly’s first actions were bills to establish a State Bank and a Real Estate Bank. These bills were also among the first for Conway to sign into law. 

The Banking Crisis

In 1937, the Real Estate and State banks were opened in Arkansas.  The Real Estate Banks were mainly controlled by the planters who had large plantations, and only land served as collateral for the loans.  Often the value of the land was worth less than the loan.  The bank ran out of money and had to borrow from other states such as New York.  The State Banks performed no better, and in two years had over $2 million in debt.  Due to bad debts and corruption, both banks were forced to close.  The State of Arkansas became legally responsible for the debt of the banks.  Banks were consequently outlawed by the state and the state defaulted on the debts.  The credit of the state was ruined and further funds for development were not available.  This event negatively affected the state’s finances for decades to come.

The Road to War

In the 1850s, Arkansas was a frontier state. Most Arkansans, especially those who lived in the highlands of the north and west, were farmers engaged in subsistence agriculture on small parcels of land. In the fertile lands along the rivers of the state’s southern and eastern lowlands, however, a slave-based, plantation-style system of agriculture had developed. Cotton was the driving force behind the transformation from subsistence to plantation agriculture in this region. By 1850, Arkansas produced more than twenty-six million pounds of cotton, the majority of it in the Delta, and the expansion of cotton production seemed certain to continue throughout the next decade. 

The growth of slavery in the state was directly linked to this expansion. By 1860, Arkansas was home to more than 110,000 slaves, and one in five white citizens was a slave owner. The majority of these held only a few slaves. Only twelve percent owned twenty or more slaves, the benchmark of “planter” status. But this small group of slave owners, most of whom lived in the southern and eastern lowlands, possessed a disproportionate share of the state’s wealth and political power. 
Arkansas and the Civil War

Although Arkansas declined to join the other states that initially seceded from the Union, that situation was to change. On April 12, 1861, Confederate forces in Charleston, South Carolina, opened fire on the federal garrison at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. Three days later, President Lincoln called for troops to suppress the rebellion, including 780 men from Arkansas.  Arkansas was now reconsidered. The state convention reassembled in Little Rock, and the delegates voted overwhelmingly (the final vote was 69–1) for secession. At 4:00 pm. on May 6, 1861, Arkansas declared that it had severed its bond with the United States. 

Initially, the majority of Arkansans supported the decision to secede, but a significant minority opposed the move from the beginning. The most serious challenge to the authority of the new Confederate state government arose in the mountainous regions of the north-central part of the state, where area residents formed a clandestine organization known as the Arkansas Peace Society. Local militias eventually broke up the society, but resistance to Confederate authority continued throughout the course of the war. Despite having the third smallest white population of any Confederate state, Arkansas supplied more troops for the Union army than any other Confederate state except Tennessee. 

The first full year of war seriously disrupted civil society in the state. Many local governments ceased to function and without law enforcement and a court system, crime became rampant.  In southern Arkansas, many items—such as cotton cards, coffee, tea, and salt—had virtually disappeared. For the next two and a half years, many citizens of the state would experience the horrors of civil war to an extent matched by few other Americans, and the struggle for states’ rights and the southern way of life would quickly be overshadowed by the struggle for mere survival. 

During 1861 and 1862 two important battles were fought in northwest Arkansas, the Battles of Pea Ridge and Prairie Grove. Both battles were fought primarily to secure Missouri for the Union and the Confederate forces failed in that quest.  Further to the south in 1863 and 1864 the Confederates also had little success.  In battles at Arkansas Post, Helena, Pine Bluff, and Little Rock the Union forces prevailed.  With the fall of Little Rock, the capital was moved to Washington in southwest Arkansas for a short period of time.

The Civil War ended on April 9, 1865 when General Lee surrendered to General Grant at Appomattox Courthouse.  The Civil War was one of the greatest disasters in Arkansas history. More than 10,000 Arkansans—black and white, Union and Confederate—lost their lives. Thousands of others were wounded. Devastation was widespread and property losses ran into the millions of dollars. The war left a legacy of bitterness that the passage of many years would not erase. 

History Map Locator: Post Civil War
Find and Label with a Highlighter:
· The rivers involved in the flood of 1927
· Locations of Army Air Force Training during World War II

· The two cities where camps were located for Japanese-Americans during WWII

· The first three cities to integrate schools in Arkansas

· The regions that are primarily agricultural

· The regions that have experienced economic development growth

· Town where Bill Clinton was born

· Region with high concentration of Hispanics

· Place where Vietnamese were originally housed after war

· City with high numbers of Marshal Islanders

· Two cities that were mentioned as attracting manufacturing

History Summary:  PART 2 – After Civil War
Reconstruction after the Civil War

The era of Reconstruction after the Civil War was one of the most tumultuous and controversial periods in Arkansas’s history. With the assassination of President Lincoln, the process of Arkansas’ reinstatement into the Union became more difficult.  Arkansans who participated in the rebellion were not eligible to vote, so power in government was dominated by loyal Southerners (known as scalawags), Northerners who came South after the war (known as carpet baggers), and former slaves.  After a period of occupation by the US military a new state constitution was adopted.  With the ratification of the 14th amendment to the federal constitution which provided equal protection to all persons including slaves, Arkansas was officially readmitted to the union in 1868.

http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?search=1&entryID=388 
Unrest in the state made recovery difficult.  Political controversy between two Republicans, Baxter and Brooks, who both claimed to be governor, resulted in open warfare between supporters in which more than 100 were killed. The ‘war’ was only settled by intervention of the Federal Government.  The Ku Klux Klan created disorder and with some difficulty was finally brought under control.  The state was once again plunged into debt with worthy efforts to build transportation and education systems.  With the return of voting rights to former confederates in 1872, the Democrats returned to power. A new state constitution was adopted in 1874 that is still the basic document, much amended, that is in use today.

http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?search=1&entryID=2246
The old planter elites were engaged in an attempt to restore their pre-war economic status. Most had retained control of their land, but with slavery gone, they now had to bargain for the labor of their former slaves. A variety of labor arrangements ensued, but over time, a system called sharecropping emerged as the most popular form. Under this system, a landowner rented a plot of land to an individual to farm independently and furnished everything necessary to grow a crop. The owner would then receive a share of the crop (generally about one half) as rent.  The system left many Arkansans in dire poverty.  Sharecropping sometimes resulted in abusive business practices as many tenants never got out of debt and often could not read or calculate to determine if they were cheated.

http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?search=1&entryID=2103 

The war, emancipation, and reconstruction had been truly revolutionary experiences for the state and the region. But the return to power of the pre-war leaders ensured that state government would remain in their hands.  Economic prosperity remained an elusive goal for most of the state’s citizens, and the black population of Arkansas and throughout the South had to wait for a “second Reconstruction” in the 1950s and 1960s to attain the full civil, political, and educational rights that the first Reconstruction failed to achieve. 

Entering the 20th Century

Arkansas faced a number of opportunities and challenges in the first four decades of the twentieth century. Not only did the state introduce some significant initiatives in response to the multi-faceted reform movement known as progressivism, it also endured race riots, natural disasters, and severe economic problems. One of the worst natural disasters in Arkansas history was the flood of 1927.  Heavy snow melting in Canada raised the level of the Mississippi River in northern areas.  Excessive rain combined with the melted snow to flood the Mississippi, then the Arkansas, White, and St. Francis rivers.  Other states flooded including Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Oklahoma, and Tennessee.  Over 2 million acres in Arkansas was flooded, nearly 1/3 of the state.  Over 50,000 homes were damaged by the flood.  Refugee camps were built by the Red Cross and other organizations to aid the displaced persons.  Many people were upset by the government’s lack of response to the disaster.

Even as it attempted to modernize its road and school systems, expand its manufacturing sector, and deal with increasing urbanization, most Arkansans continued to live in rural areas. They remained largely conservative, both in their attitudes toward traditional social relations and their religious orthodoxy. Race relations remained strained. The tension between the need to modernize and the provincialism of rural Arkansas persisted throughout the era and inhibited meaningful change. Although the Great Depression and the New Deal undermined the old system by introducing a new player in the field—the federal government—and provided a forum by which certain groups in Arkansas could dare to challenge elites, political power remained with those who traditionally ruled, and even divisions within that group did not work to the advantage of these newly assertive voices. Given the limitations of reform and the challenges of the Great Depression, the state was hardly poised to take advantage of the opportunities of the wartime economy that was on the horizon in 1940. 

World War II

Arkansas like the rest of the nation was heavily involved in the war effort.  Thousands of young people enlisted or were drafted into the armed forces.  Military bases and war time industries were established in Arkansas and the population was heavily engaged in their operation.  The U.S. Army Air Force placed airfields in Arkansas to train pilots.  There were centers in Blytheville, Walnut Ridge, Newport and Stuttgart.  They have now been converted to municipal airports.  Fort Chaffee, just out of Fort Smith, served as a training camp and prisoner-of-war camp.  During the war years two camps were established in Southwest Arkansas to house Japanese Americans who were forcibly removed from the West Coast. These were located in Rohwer, Desha County and Jerome in Chicot and Drew counties (http://www.children-of-the-camps.org/ ).  The living conditions were less than desirable and there was no evidence that the Japanese American were disloyal.  The end of the war brought many changes to Arkansas.  Movement from the farm to cities to work in the newly established industries was accelerated.  African Americans returning from the war were less willing to accept segregation and agitation for change was fermenting.  Agriculture began to mechanize so that large numbers of workers on the farm were no longer need and migration to Northern cities was widespread.  Enrollment in higher education was booming due to the GI bill for education.  Generally Arkansans became more like people in the rest of the nation.

Since the end of Reconstruction, Arkansas had retained segregated schools. However, the Brown versus Board of Education ruling of the Supreme Court in 1954 made segregation no longer legal.  The state was slow to integrate as required, but schools in Fayetteville, Charleston and Hoxie began the process.  When Little Rock’s Central High School sought to admit nine African American in 1957, Governor Orval Faubus called out the National Guard to prevent them from entering. President Dwight D. Eisenhower responded by federalizing the National Guard and sending in units of the U.S. Army’s 101st Airborne Division to escort the Nine into the school on September 25, 1957. The military presence remained for the duration of the school year.  In the years that followed all schools in the state have integrated using mandated busing to insure neighborhood de facto segregation does not continue. 

Modern Arkansas 
In the second half of the 20th century Arkansas has undergone great change.  Agriculture has continued to mechanize and eastern and southern Arkansas has continued to lose population even though agricultural production has expanded.  Central and northwest Arkansas have experienced considerable economic development through the growth of major national corporations developing including Wal-Mart, Tyson and JB Hunt in the northwest and Axiom, TCBY and Alltel in central Arkansas.  Fort Smith and Jonesboro have had success in attracting manufacturing.  Transportation with the development of the interstate highway system and the McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation System opened up the state to the rest of the nation.

Arkansas has changed politically.  Two Republican governors, first Winthrop Rockefeller and then Frank White broke the succession of Democratic governors that had been elected since reconstruction.  Notable Arkansas politicians that have given the state a national reputation for effective government include J. William Fulbright, Dale Bumpers, David Prior, Mike Huckabee and, of course, William Jefferson Clinton.  Bill Clinton, born in Hope, served two terms as President and made Arkansas recognized internationally.

Arkansans have become much more diverse.  Large numbers of Hispanics have moved to all parts of Arkansas for job opportunity especially in the poultry industry of northwest Arkansas.  Vietnamese refugees escaping the aftermath of the war were initially housed at Fort Chaffee and many remain in the area.  Approximately 10,000 Marshall Islanders have settled in Springdale.  Many Asians have found new homes in all parts of the state.  New diverse residents have contributed to the cultural richness as well as the economy of Arkansas.

In the modern era, Arkansas has become far less provincial. Modern technology and communication have caused major national events to be of similar concern to Arkansans.  Wars, economic ups and downs, fashion changes, music fads, and the national life have similar appeal to Arkansans. Arkansas is home to 5 Fortune 500 companies – evidence that entrepreneurship is alive and thriving.  Wal-Mart is the world’s largest company with Home Offices in Bentonville, Arkansas.  These include Wal-Mart (No.1), Tyson Foods (88), Murphy Oil Corp. (134), Alltell (300) and Dillard’s (338) – as of October 2008.  J.B. Hunt Transport (501), Windstream Corp. (532), Arkansas Best Corp (934) and Baldor Electric Co. (935) are included in the top 1000 companies.  

Sources:

http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/
Hopper, S. (2008). An Arkansas history for young people. Fayetteville, AR: The 



University of Arkansas Press.
Transportation Map Locator:
Water Routes:  For water routes trace each in blue highlighter and then label with a blue sticky note.  (Add in who traveled some of the routes.)
1) Trace the Arkansas River’s route through Arkansas


Hint:  Enters near Fort Smith, Arkansas
2) Trace the Red River’s route through Arkansas



Hint:  Enters south of Foreman and exits Arkansas near Smithville
3) Trace the Ouachita River’s route through Arkansas



Hint:  Begins in Lake Ouachita
4) Trace the White River’s route through Arkansas



Hint:  Ends in the Mississippi River and filters into the Arkansas River
Railroads:  For railways trace in yellow highlighter and label with yellow sticky notes the name of the railway.
1)  Trace the route of 2 of the U.P. (Union Pacific) Railroads
  Hint:  2 routes can be found near West Memphis, one enters at the NW corner of Arkansas, and one enters near Moark, Arkansas
2) Trace the route of the BNSF railroad

Hint:  Enters near Mammoth Springs, AR
3) Trace the route of the Arkansas and Missouri Railroad

Hint:  Enters near Gateway, Arkansas

Highways:  Trace in a pink highlighter and label each with a pink sticky note. (Replace with scenic byways or major transportation arteries)
1)  Trace the route of Highway 64 through Arkansas

Hint:  Enters near Fort Smith, Arkansas
2) Trace the route of Interstate 40 through Arkansas 

Hint:  Enters near Fort Smith, Arkansas

3) Trace the route of Highway 23 through Arkansas

Hint:  Enters near Holiday Island
4) Trace the route of Highway 71

Hint:  Starts in Arkansas near Bella Vista but turns into Interstate 540 then back to 71

Footpaths

Trace the four routes used for the Trail of Tears using a green highlighter.

Transportation Summary:

The systems of conveyance both through and within Arkansas involve routes that include land, water, and air. Transportation is often a major determining factor in economic development. Because of Arkansas’s geographic location along the Mississippi, Arkansas, and Red rivers, water routes have been particularly important. Land routes have been much affected by the landscapes of the six natural divisions within the state. Building roads and railroads posed many problems.

Early Land Routes

Arkansas’ locations on the Mississippi River and in the middle of North America have made Arkansas a central thoroughfare for many years.  Thousands of years ago Paleolithic hunters began routing out trails for transportation with just their primal tools and animals.  The Paleolithic hunters carved out three routes through Arkansas.  The first was the Southwest Trail.  This trail ran from what is now known as St. Louis, Missouri to Little Rock, Arkansas and then from Little Rock into Texas.  The second route ran along what is now the western Arkansas border.  The third route ran along Crowley’s Ridge.  

Spanish and French Explorers
During the time of early European explorers the uses of water routes were of major importance.  It was quicker than land routes with people going more than six miles a day in the flat bottom boats they took on the rivers.  Expansion of more land routes occurred as well.  The Spanish European explorers created a direct land route between the Boston Mountains and the Ozark Plateau. This route was created so French and Spanish traders could meet with the Osage Native Americans.  

Trail of Tears

In the 1830’s, the Trail of Tears was etched through Arkansas for the forced removal of an estimated 60,000 Native Americans from their lands east of the Mississippi River to land set aside by the United States government in what is now Oklahoma.  The Cherokee used three land routes though Arkansas. Chief John Ross and many of the financially well-off members ascended the Arkansas River by steamboat. The Bell party took the road from Memphis to Little Rock and then followed the road that ran north of the Arkansas River. The Benge party crossed the Mississippi River near Cape Girardeau, Missouri, and passed near Batesville and through Fayetteville. In addition, Choctaw, Seminole, Chickasaw, and Creek tribes all passed through the state on their way west. Much economic interchange accompanied the migrations. 
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Water Transportation

During the colonial period, a wide variety of watercraft were used in Arkansas. For local travel, boats called pirogues, each fashioned from a single log, were often large enough to carry passengers and freight. The bateau, of flat-bottomed construction with a roof-covered enclosed section in the rear, was superseded by the keelboat. These boats had a longitudinal board (the keel) attached to the bottom to keep the boat going in a straight line, making the boats easier to pole, pull, or paddle upstream. A combination of poling and pulling was more common than paddling when trying to move boats upstream. Most of the larger vessels also had sails. Six miles a day was considered good time on the faster rivers.  Ferry boats served in place of bridges. Steam ferries operated at Little Rock, Memphis, and Helena (Phillips County). A series of locks and dams made the White River navigable above Batesville. The construction of drainage ditches had a negative impact on water traffic on the St. Francis River, but at Marked Tree (Poinsett County), a siphon and lock kept some navigation alive on the St. Francis River into the 1950s. Railroads won decisive victories when, after the passage of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1909, most upkeep and improvements of the waterways were abandoned.

Railroad System  
In the early 1850’s the Whig party wanted a state-financed railroad, but the Democrats opposed.  In fact, in 1852 the democratic candidate Elias Nelson Conway won the governor’s race on the platform of “Good Dirt Roads.”  Even though they were turned down by the state, rich merchants went on to begin building a railroad from Memphis to Little Rock.  The railroad was not able to be finished by the merchants, but when Arkansas joined the Confederacy the Confederate government finished the railroad.  During the Civil War all commercial riverboat traffic stalled.  During reconstruction the Republican Party began financing railroads.  At one point the people tried to build a railroad between the Mississippi, Ouachita, and Red River Valley.  Unfortunately this rail line became bogged down in the swamps and remained unfinished.  Historians believe that this hurt southern Arkansas’ development.  In 1873 the Baring Cross Bridge in Little Rock was built allowing the rail road to cross the Arkansas River.   In the great flood years of 1927 the original bridge washed away, but was rebuilt and remains in downtown Little Rock today.  In 1909 the Rivers and Harbor’s Act was passed abandoning upkeep on waterways since railroad was the primary source of transportation now.   In 1963 construction began on the McClellan-Kerr dams that are located along the Arkansas River to the Mississippi River.  This dam system begins at the Tulsa port of Catoosa and was developed to get waterway traffic safely navigated on the Arkansas River to Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

Pine Bluff became a major transportation hub. The Kansas City Southern ran along Arkansas’ western border, passing in and out of the state on its way south. The company created Mena as home for its central division shops in 1896.  Building railroads in the Ozarks created the most problems. Many railroad construction attempts were started and abandoned before completion making and breaking the development of towns.  When the railroad reached Eureka Springs it started two decades of growth for this spa town.  The arrival of a railroad shifted populations dramatically. Sawmills and other business operations arose in newly created towns. Short line railroads, often owned by timber companies, sprouted all over the state. Lumbering in particular made use of short lines, spurs, and dummy lines. Once the lumber was cut, the rails were pulled up and often the towns disappeared. Every county except Newton County in the remote Ozarks had rail service by 1910. In the 1930s, the Missouri Pacific, successor to the Iron Mountain, created a bus company to supplement its rail passenger service.

Highways and Roads

County governments oversaw the building of roads at the local level. Persons wanting a road in the vicinity of their land petitioned the county, and if the county court approved, the road was laid out. The county required that residents either pay a fee or work up to twelve days on building and maintaining the roads under the county’s direction. 
Horses were highly prized, both for riding and for pulling carriages and wagons. Many common people came to Arkansas in wagons pulled by oxen. A good team on a good day could average two miles an hour. Mules were somewhat faster. Many farmers could afford only mules instead of horses, so mules were used for hauling and ridden like horses. 
In the nineteenth century, horse-drawn vehicles of various kinds were also known by a wide range of names. The terms “whimmy-diddle” and “go cart” were used, but perhaps the most common name for a public conveyance was “trick.” Farm wagons transported many people to town and church, while wealthier people had carriages. Fast-moving stagecoaches pulled by matched teams were as unknown as paved post roads. Passengers climbing the Boston Mountains to Fayetteville were charged ten cents a mile but often had to get out and walk on the steepest grades. In 1858, this mountain route became part of the Butterfield Overland Mail Company’s famous western route.
The movement away from “good dirt roads” began with arrival of automobiles in the new century. By 1903, some fifty vehicles could be found in Arkansas. By that time, the main streets of some towns were paved in brick, but most remained dirt. The Arkansas Good Roads Association was founded to lobby for progress in 1903, and the legislature authorized special road districts supported by taxes in 1907. The Dollarway Road from Pine Bluff to Little Rock was the first example of a modern road in the state. By 1918, Arkansas had 190 miles of hard-surfaced roads.  Today Arkansas has 16,353 miles of state and US highway roads running through it.  This doesn’t even include the additional 78,000 miles of county and city streets located within the state.  
Trolley lines existed in Little Rock, Fort Smith, Hot Springs, Eureka Springs, and even the small town of Sulphur Rock.  Trolley lines also connected Hoxie and Walnut Ridge. 

In 1956 Arkansas was granted Interstate 30, a route from Little Rock into Texas and Interstate 40 that extends from Fort Smith on throughout the state.  After the expansion of the interstate system in Arkansas the trucking industry began booming. Early companies such as Jones Truck Lines and Willis Shaw Express began.  These were followed by JB Hunt, PAM and Arkansas’ Best.  
Highway 23, known as The Pig Trail, was originally carved out by wild pigs.  This trail is one of the most scenic highways in the United States. 

Air Travel

Aviation history in Arkansas had started with inventor Charles McDermott, who gave his name to the town of Dermott. This amateur scientist received a patent from the U.S. Patent Office a “Improvement in Apparatus for Navigating the Air” in 1872. After the Wright Brothers flew successfully, more than just balloons appeared in Arkansas. Air shows, in which pilots demonstrated their skills, and barn-storming, which often included taking local people up in planes to see the world from the air, preceded the use of airplanes for business and industry. The first recorded flight in Arkansas took place at Fort Smith on May 21, 1910; when pilot James C. “Bud” Mars took off in a Curtiss biplane.
In 1911 in Fort Smith mail was carried by air plane.  This was only the second time this had been done in the country.  By the 1950’s Arkansas had over one-hundred airports.  This declined with the 1978 Airline Deregulation Act that changed passenger laws.  So the only true airports running all the time were the Little Rock airport, Fort Smith, and Memphis in the state of Arkansas.  It wasn’t until 1998 that Northwest Arkansas opened its first large airport, Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport.  

Information provided by: encyclopediaofarkansas.net 

http://www.rosecity.net/tears/trail/map.html 

Geography Map Locator:
Places in the Ozark Plateau

Using one color of marker, highlight each of the following.

1) Mammoth Springs, Arkansas


Hint:  Can be found off of Hwy 63 and in Fulton County

2) The Fayetteville, Springdale, Rogers, and Bentonville metropolis in Arkansas

Hint:  Can be found in Washington and Benton Counties

3) Buffalo River – first national river
Hint:  Stretches from Newton to Marion County

4) Beaver Lake – recreation and water supply from the White River
Hint:  Can be found in Bentonville and Carroll Counties

5) Eureka Springs

Hint: Can be found near Beaver Dam

Places in the Arkansas River Valley

Using a different colored marker, highlight each of the following.
1)   Arkansas River - transportation

Hint:  Enters near Fort Smith, Arkansas

2) Mount Magazine, Arkansas – highest point in Arkansas
Hint:  Located in Logan County

3) Petit Jean State Park

Hint:  Located at the tip of Conway County

4) Altus, Arkansas – wine production
Hint:  Located in Franklin County

5) Fort Smith, Arkansas – gateway to Indian country or wildwest
Hint:  Located in between Crawford and Sebastian County

Places in the Ouachita Mountains

Using a different color of marker, highlight each of the following.
1) Hot Springs, Arkansas – spa town and horse racing
Hint:  Located in Garland County

2) Lake Ouachita - recreation
Hint:  Located in Montgomery and Garland Counties

3) Hot Springs National Park

Hint:  Located in Garland County

4) Lake Hamilton

Hint: Near Hot Springs
Places in the Mississippi Alluvial Plain (Delta)

Using a different color of marker, highlight each of the following.
1) Arkansas Post National Monument


Hint:  Located in Arkansas County

2) Toltec Mounds State Park

Hint:  Located in Lonoke County near Pulaski County

3) West Memphis, Arkansas

Hint:  Located in Crittenden County on Arkansas/Tennessee border

4) St. Francis River

Hint:  Located in St. Francis and Lee County

Crowley’s Ridge

Using a different color of marker, highlight each of the following.
1)   Helena-West Helena

Hint:  Located on the Arkansas/Mississippi border

1) Jonesboro, Arkansas

Hint:  Located in Craighead County

2) St. Francis National Forest

Hint:  Located in Lee County

West Gulf Coastal Plain

Using a different color of marker, highlight each of the following.
1)  Texarkana, Arkansas

Hint:  On the Arkansas/Texas border and in Miller County

2) Crater of Diamonds State Park

Hint:  Located in Pike County

3) Murfreesboro, Arkansas


Hint:  Located in Pike County

4) El Dorado, Arkansas


Hint:  Located in Union County

5) Hope, Arkansas – home to President Bill Clinton

Hint:  Located in Hempstead County

Borders

Highlight the six states bordering the state of Arkansas with a yellow highlighter.

Forests:

Using a marker, outline the three national forests: Ouachita, Ozark and St. Francis 
Mountain Ranges:

Using a marker, outline the Ozarks and Ouachita mountain ranges. 

Geography Summary
The Natural State:  Arkansas, known as The Natural State, has 75 counties across six distinct geographical regions: The Ozark Plateau, Arkansas River Valley, Ouachita Mountains, Mississippi Alluvial Plain, Crowley’s Ridge, and the West Gulf Coastal Plain.  Due to its natural beauty, it is home to 52 state parks, three national forests, Hot Springs National Park and the Buffalo National River. The geography of Arkansas, as in any state, played a major role in the exploration and development of the state.  The rivers, delta, and mountains either facilitate or impede exploration and development of forts, trading posts, and eventually cities.  Rich alluvial plains enticed cotton farmers to begin production resulting in the development of plantations. Pine and hardwood forests facilitated the development of the timber industry and the building of the railroads to move the timber.  The discovery of oil in the southern part of the state caused the development of companies such as Murphy Oil and the growth of cities such as El Dorado.  Rivers were used as transportation arteries.  Forts or trading posts became cities.  Railroads and roads found the easiest paths to navigate the mountains as they reached out to the areas with products needing to be shipped.  New technologies create new opportunities for development as we learn to use them to build roads, dams, or airports.  Today, with the Internet, people can choose to live in very remote parts of Arkansas and still work as reporters, artists, or even to run businesses located in faraway places. 
Natural Resources:  Arkansas’ diverse geographical regions and natural features provide a plethora of outdoor activities in the state leading to the development of tourism.  Natural resources affect the development of industries.  For example, the recent boom in natural gas drilling along the I-40 corridor or Arkansas River valley due to the Fayetteville shale play is creating the development of businesses, employing many Arkansans, and generating revenues for the state.  The top three minerals in Arkansas include petroleum, natural gas or methane, and bromine (used as a gasoline additive among many other uses).  At one time, Arkansas provided the United States’ majority of bauxite which is used to make aluminum. Other natural resources found in Arkansas include timber, some coal, as well as sand and gravel deposits.  Arkansas is one of the few states with diamonds.  They have not proven to be a significant industry but have been popular with people who dig for diamonds near Murfreesboro. The land in Arkansas is used for farming, mining, forestry, transportation, and recreation. 
Rivers & Lakes:  Arkansas has 9,000 miles of streams and rivers.  Before automobiles were used in the area, the Arkansas River was the main mode of transportation.  Beginning in Colorado, the Arkansas River is the longest tributary to the Mississippi-Missouri system (http://www.arvtripeaks.com/).  The Arkansas River was discovered by Europeans before the Mississippi, and in 1541 Francisco Vasquez de Coronado crossed it near Dodge City, Kansas.  A short time later, Hernando de Soto was on the lower part of the Arkansas before discovering the Mississippi. Other rivers include the Buffalo, the White, Kings, Saline and many more.  The White River was dammed, resulting in the formation of five lakes: Beaver, Table Rock, Lake Taneycomo, Bull Shoals and Norfolk before continuing its journey across the Delta and into the Mississippi.  The Mississippi River forms most of the eastern boundary of Arkansas. The Ouachita River spills out of scenic Lake Ouachita nestled in the Ouachita National Forest.  Many residences and visitors participate in the fishing and canoeing opportunities which spurred the development of industries such as Ranger Boats in Flippin, Arkansas.  To take a look at the variety of lakes, rivers, and the activities associated with each, visit the Arkansas Parks and Tourism at http://www.arkansas.com/lakes-rivers/.
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Forests:  Arkansas is home to three national forests covering more than 2.9 million acres: Ouachita, Ozark and St. Francis.  These provide many camping, hiking, hunting, fishing and four-wheeling activities.
Mountains: Two mountain ranges, the Ozark and Ouachita mountains provide rugged hiking and camping opportunities.  Each region hosted the development of a spa town: Eureka Springs and Hot Springs respectively.  
Location:  The six states that border Arkansas are Mississippi, Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana, Tennessee, and Missouri.  Arkansas is considered a southern state.
Climate: Arkansas has a temperate climate with mild winters and warm summers – very warm in the south part of the state.  The Ozarks receive the most annual snowfall, leaving the Ouachita Mountains and the Mississippi Alluvial Plain to receive the most rain. The weather varies across the state and includes tornadoes, drought, snow, ice, and wind. 
The Ozark Plateau

The north and northwest regions of Arkansas occupy the southern portion of the Ozark Plateau, which extends into southwestern Missouri. It is home to the Boston Mountains.  The development and growth of companies such as Wal-Mart, Tyson Foods, and J.B. Hunt have spurred recent growth in Fayetteville, Springdale, Rogers, and Bentonville.  There is much fun to be had in the outdoors due to the rivers, lakes and mountains.  Several of the counties in this region are home to camping sites with activities such as rock climbing or canoeing.  Blanchard Springs Caverns in Stone County and Mammoth Springs provide caving opportunities.  For the visitors who spent a long day hiking and do not feel up to camping out, Eureka Springs is a resort community that hosts many special event weekends that pack its bed and breakfast establishments.  This Victorian village was developed during the late 1800’s for its healing waters.

The Buffalo River, which is the first national river, is lined with huge bluffs and creates a floater’s paradise.  The White River snakes 720 miles across northern Arkansas, into southern Missouri, and back across the state before it meets the Mississippi in the Delta region. Several of the lakes created as a result of damming along the White River include Beaver Lake, Table Rock Lake, Lake Taneycomo, Bull Shoals Lake, and Norfork Lake. 

(http://gorp.away.com/gorp/resource/us_river/ar/whitervr.htm)   
The Arkansas River Valley

The River Valley cuts diagonally between the Ozark Plateau and the Ouachita Mountains, and can flood frequently depositing rich soil for farming.  The newly discovered Fayetteville shale play runs along the Arkansas River and is causing economic development as natural gas is being extracted.  The Fayetteville Shale Play is a deposit of gas trapped within a rock formation.  The Ozark National Forest is on both sides of the Arkansas River Valley.  Fort Smith is located on the river at the Arkansas-Oklahoma border.  It was the last post of civilization before the Wild West and Indian Territory.  It is home of Judge Issac Parker known as the hanging Judge because of the many men sent to the gallows.  The new U.S. Marshals Service National Museum is located in Fort Smith.  (http://www.historybuff.com/library/refhanging.html and

 http://www.legendsofamerica.com/AR-IsaacParker.html )   
The Arkansas River Valley hosts a microclimate prime for grape growing, thus wine production.  The area of Altus, made famous by the show The Simple Life, was first established by German speaking Catholic settlers who began growing grapes for the purpose of making wine.  The Weiderkehr and Post families were the first clans to set up vineyards here.  Mount Magazine, which is the state’s highest point, is also located in this region.  Mt. Magazine has become a butterfly Mecca with its variety of flora and fauna serving as host and nectar plants.  An annual festival lures people to its newly built lodge.  Of the fifty-two state parks in Arkansas, several of them are located in the River Valley, such as Petit Jean, Mount Nebo, and Mount Magazine state park. 
http://www.mountmagazinestatepark.com/images/pdfs/Mt_Mag_Butrfly_cklst.pdf
Ouachita Mountains

The Ouachita Mountains are located south of the Arkansas River Valley. This region is made up of some of the oldest mountains in North America. They are smooth and do not look like typical mountains because they have been eroded down by water and weathering. This mountain range is one of two mountain ranges in the U.S. that runs east to west.  Two of the minerals contained in the Oauchitas are chert, which was used by Native Americans to make arrowheads and tools, and novaculite, which can be used to make weapons or sharpen knives. This region is home to Hot Springs, the only national park in Arkansas. During the 1800’s it was believed that the hot springs were a therapeutic source for ailments like arthritis.  (http://www.nps.gov/hosp/).  Oaklawn Park is the state’s only horse racing rack.  Visitors can view the finest in thorough bred horse racing. The lakes of the area provide water sports for many central Arkansans, as well as provide a backdrop for the University of Arkansas’ botanical garden, Garvan Woodland Gardens.
Mississippi Alluvial Plain

The broad and flat Mississippi Alluvial Plain is located in the eastern section of Arkansas. This region, which has some of the best farmland, was formed by alluvial deposits or sediment left by the Mississippi River.  Commonly known as the Delta, this region is home of the Grand Prairie Natural Grasslands and is the site of the first territorial capital located at Arkansas Post.  The land here was mostly swampy and was cleared to make way for cotton planting.  Over the years people have tried to control the flooding of the Mississippi, the St. Francis, and the White rivers with levees. Flood damage results when the levees fail to hold.  Prior to the Civil War, this region was dominated by cotton plantations and other agricultural products. This region now produces crops such as soybeans, rice, cotton, and corn.  Helena is home to several blues festivals including the International Blues and the Heritage Festival, formerly known as the King Biscuit Blues Festival.
Crowley’s Ridge

Crowley’s Ridge is named for Benjamin Crowley, the first settler to reach the area around 1820.   The ridge provided faster and safer travel than the surrounding swamp lands.  Crowley’s Ridge is an unusual geological formation that rises up from 250 feet to 400 feet above the Delta region in a 150 mile line from southeastern Missouri to the Mississippi River near Helena, Arkansas.  The Ohio River used to flow down one side and the Mississippi River flowed down the other, the water from these two rivers washed away the soil of the river valleys but left a ridge, which now provides protection from the floods that can put the Delta under water. Most of the major cities of the region lie along the ridge which is composed of windblown soil called loess.  The flora and fauna of the ridge, including the St. Francis National Forest, are more closely related to the Tennessee hills than the Ozark Mountains to the west.  Jonesboro, the largest city on the ridge, is home to Riceland Mill and Arkansas State University.  Jonesboro can also boast of being the hometown of the first woman to be elected to the United States Senate, Hattie Caraway. http://www.arkansas.com/things-to-do/scenic-drives/crowleys-ridge.asp
West Gulf Coastal Plain

The Ouachita, Saline, and Red rivers flow through the southernmost part of the state, the West Gulf Coastal Plain.  This Arkansas region is located in the southeast and south central part of the state, and it borders Louisiana and Texas.  This region has natural gas and petroleum deposits as well as pine and hardwood forests. The lumber industry boomed when the railroads extended to this region, and lumber mill towns, such as Crossett, were created.  At one time, the Gulf of Mexico covered this region. When the ocean waters receded they left behind salt and oil deposits deep in the soil. Arkansas is one of the only diamond producing states. Tourists can mine for these diamonds at the Crater of Diamonds State Park in Murfreesboro.  The presence of natural gas and oil deposits has brought wealth to the cities of El Dorado and Smackover.  Festivals of the West Gulf Coastal Plain include the Purple Hull Pea Festival in Emerson, the Pink Tomato Festival of Warren, as well as the Fordyce Cotton Belt Festival.  For tourists who want to check out the hunting in the area, duck hunting is very popular in the West Gulf Coastal Plain.  
http://www.arkansassouth.com/
Information was taken from the following sources.  Use them to learn more about Arkansas:  
 http://www.netstate.com/states/geography/ar_geography.htm
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entrydetail.aspx?search=1&entryID=390
http://www.arkansasheritage.com/search/queryhit.asp?UserRestriction=arkansas+river
http://www.arkansas.com/attractions/region/region/Delta
Natural Resources Map Locator: 
Find and highlight the path of the following:
Rivers: 

· Buffalo River  - first national River in the United States

· Mississippi River - located along the eastern border of the state

· White River 

· Arkansas River –largest river in the state 

· Saline River

· St. Francis River

· Cache River

· Mulberry River

· Ouachita River - first man-made dam in Arkansas built across it in 1924

Lakes:

· Beaver Lake (1966) – formed by White River
· Table Rock Lake

· Norfork Lake

· Greers Ferry Lake – dedicated to President John F Kennedy
· Lake Ouachita – largest manmade lake within Arkansas

· Lake Catherine – formed by Remmel Dam and first major hydroelectric facility 

· Lake Chicot – oxbow lake in the extreme southeast. 
Location of other important Natural Resources:

· Murfreesboro (Arkansas Diamond Mine)

· Smackover (Arkansas Museum of Natural Resources and city of Arkansas’s largest oil discovery)
· Coal Hill (Coal)

· Conway (Natural Gas)
Natural Resources Summary:
The state of Arkansas has been blessed with many natural resources.  In fact several natural resources are proudly displayed on the Arkansas quarter: diamonds, forests, rice, and ducks and water.  Did you know that the natural resources of Arkansas have helped shape its history?  Water, timber, minerals, oil, natural gas, and coal are among the abundant natural resources of Arkansas so let’s take a look at them. 

Water 
Water takes many forms within the state of Arkansas. We have rivers, lakes, reservoirs, creeks and springs. These provide water supplies for agriculture, industry, cities and recreation. Water is often taken for granted but is becoming increasingly scarce in some regions.  It is important that we learn to appreciate and protect our water supplies.  
Arkansas has 9,000 miles of streams and rivers.  Before automobiles were used in the area, the Arkansas River was the main mode of transportation.  Beginning in Colorado, the Arkansas River is the longest tributary to the Mississippi-Missouri system (http://www.arvtripeaks.com/).  Other rivers include the Buffalo, White, Kings, Saline and many more.  The White River was dammed, resulting in the formation of five lakes: Beaver, Table Rock, Lake Taneycomo, Bull Shoals and Norfolk before continuing its journey across the Delta and into the Mississippi.  The Mississippi River forms most of the eastern boundary of Arkansas. The Ouachita River spills out of scenic Lake Ouachita nestled in the Ouachita National Forest.  Many residences and visitors participate in fishing and canoeing activities which spurred the development of industries such as Ranger Boats in Flippin, Arkansas.  Arkansas Parks and Tourism as well as the Corp of Engineers manages Arkansas’ water resources.  To take a look at the variety of lakes, rivers, and the activities associated with each, visit the Arkansas Parks and Tourism at http://www.arkansas.com/lakes-rivers/.
Timber 
Arkansas forests provide a diversity of products and other important benefits including wildlife habitat, recreational opportunities, watershed protection, and aesthetic values. Statewide, there are 18,778,660 (almost 19M) acres of forest land representing 56% of the total land base. Of this, 27% is pine, 17% is mixed hardwood and pine, 39% is upland oak-hickory forests, and the remaining 16% are bottomland species including some oak, cypress, cottonwood, and elm. National Forests account for 12.4% (2.3 million acres) of Arkansas's total forested acreage. Forest resource companies own or lease 25% of the state's forest land. The forest products industry, including the pulp and paper industry, is the state's largest manufacturer and directly employed 47,400 employees in 1995 with a payroll of $1.17 billion.  http://www.arnatural.org
The Delta Region. The region is best described as the alluvial plain of the Mississippi and Arkansas Rivers that extends from Missouri south to Louisiana. Although the Delta includes roughly a third of the state, only about 11 percent of the area is in forests. The remaining land base has been cleared for agriculture. Bottomland hardwood (elm, ash, cottonwood, oak, gum, and cypress) account for more than 2/3's of the timberland and oak-hickory stands account for another quarter. http://www.arnatural.org
The Ozark Region. The region encompasses the Ozark Plateau and the Boston Mountains in the northwestern corner of the state. Upland oak-hickory forests are the dominant forest type in the region. Roughly 20% of the forest land is in public ownership most of which is in the Ozark National Forest. Private landowners own more than 77 percent of the remaining forest land. http://www.arnatural.org
The Ouachita Region. The Ouachita region extends west of the Delta northward to the Arkansas River and contains the eastern portion of the Ouachita Mountains. Loblolly and short-leaf pine and oak-pine forests occupy most of the forest land. Bottomland hardwood stands along the major stream and river systems comprise approximately 6% of the total forest land. The timber products industry has a long history in the Ouachitas and commercial industry still owns or leases about 22 percent of the timberland. This region is the second most important timber producing area in Arkansas. http://www.arnatural.org
The Southwest Region. The Southwest region covers the southern part of Arkansas west of the Delta. This region can be called the "wood basket" of the state because it produces almost two-thirds of the annual timber harvest. Loblolly pine and mixed oak-pine stands cover more than 60% of the forest land in the region. Bottomland hardwood and oak-hickory stands comprise the remaining portion. Forest product industries own or lease at least half of the forest land in this region. Not surprisingly, most of the pine plantations in Arkansas have also been established in the region. http://www.arnatural.org
Minerals

Arkansas has been blessed with enough variety of minerals to keep collectors and mineralogists busy for many years. http://rockhoundingar.com/minerals.html
Minerals of Arkansas:

· diamonds – state gem

· bromine (#1 in world)

· cement rock, shale, silica sand, syenite, clay, crushed stone, sand, gravel, dimension stone and slate



· tripoli (#3 in nation)



· gypsum (#9 in the world)

· silica stone (only producer in nation)

· novaculite (only producer in nation)

· quartz crystals and lasca (#1 in nation) Arkansas' most famous mineral
· serpentine rock

· barite – state mineral

· bauxite 

Arkansas ranks second nationally in the recovery of diamonds and the only place in the world where anyone can come, pay a small fee per day, and hunt on a documented authentic diamond-bearing pipe.  This is near Murfreesboro in Pike County. Diamonds were discovered here in 1906 by a local farmer-prospector. It has been estimated that over 100,000 diamonds have been recovered from the 35 acre plowed field. This site holds the record for the two largest diamonds found in North America - the Uncle Sam (40.23 carats rough) and the Star of Murfreesboro (34.25 carats rough). http://rockhoundingar.com/minerals/diamonds.html
Oil

Sidney (Sid) Albert Umsted, known as the “Father of the Smackover Oil Field,” drilled the first well in the Smackover (Union County) area, introducing Arkansas’s largest oil discovery. In 1925, the Smackover field produced over 77 million barrels of oil and was the largest oil field in the nation at that time. The oil industry in Arkansas, which includes exploration and the production, refinement, and distribution of petroleum-based products, exploded onto the state’s economic scene in the early 1920s, and once-local production expanded into an international business. From 1920 to 2003, more than 1.8 billion barrels of oil have been produced in Arkansas. At the peak of the boom in 1925, some 3,483 wells produced seventy-three million barrels of oil in one year. So much oil was produced that trains could not transport all the oil out of the area to refineries. In 1926, Smackover producers began storing oil in open earthen pits, causing much of this oil to be lost due to contamination from rain and spills. It also contaminated the groundwater itself. Many pools proved to have relatively limited supplies. In the early 1920s, wells often ran at full capacity, which let many of the wells run dry within five years of the boom. The Arkansas Conservation Commission issued recommendations to producers to prevent such waste, and, with several larger oil companies, filed lawsuits in the late 1920s to extend the life and productive efficiency of the oil fields.
 http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net
Natural Gas

Natural gas was first discovered in 1887 at Fort Smith, but commercial development did not begin until 1902 when two gas wells were completed near Mansfield, Sebastian County. Gas was first discovered in southern Arkansas on April 22, 1920, when the Constantine Oil Company completed a gas well near El Dorado, Union County.  During the past 45 years, at least a dozen scattered small gas fields have been discovered in Washington, Madison, and Benton Counties in northwestern Arkansas. Production has come from five formations of Late Mississippian to Middle Ordovician age. Natural gas has been recovered, commonly with oil, in the southern Arkansas oil and gas fields in Ashley, Bradley, Calhoun, Columbia, Hempstead, Lafayette, Miller, Nevada, Ouachita, and Union Counties. Drilling methods for natural gas are very similar to those for oil. http://www.state.ar.us/agc/natural.htm  The Fayetteville Shale Play, running along the Arkansas River valley along I-40 is now producing natural gas.  This is proving to be one of the larges deposits of natural gas in the United States.  Recent technological developments have made it possible to locate and drill.
Coal

Arkansas coal has been used largely to produce steam to power electric generating plants and steam locomotives, as metallurgical coal in steel mills, to heat homes and buildings, and as a source of coal tar and other chemicals. Presently, coal from Franklin and Sebastian Counties goes into the manufacture of "charcoal" briquettes.  One of the principal advantages of Arkansas coal is that it gives off little smoke when burned. Another is that its sulfur content is relatively low, compared to many coals mined in the United States and elsewhere. http://www.state.ar.us/agc/coal.htm
After the extension of the Little Rock and Fort Smith Railroad around 1873, coal from the Coal Hill mines in Johnson County was marketed.  At the Old Spadra mine in Johnson County, a steam plant was installed in 1873. When the St. Louis and San Francisco Railway was extended south to Fort Smith in 1887, numerous mining operations began at Huntington, Hackett, Jenny Lind, Paris, Charleston, Scranton, and other localities in the Arkansas Valley, eventually resulting in extensive development. From 1880 to 1920, coal ranked first in the value of Arkansas' mineral and fuel output, but since 1922 the value of oil has exceeded that of coal. The peak year of coal mining activity in Arkansas was 1909, when annual production reached nearly 2,400,000 short tons. http://www.state.ar.us/agc/coal.htm
Sources

www.arkansasstateparks.com
www.arkansas.com
http://www.arnatural.org/
http://rockhoundingar.com/minerals.html
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/
http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9009470/Arkansas-River
http://www.state.ar.us/agc/natural.htm
http://www.state.ar.us/agc/coal.htm
Industry Map Locator:  
Use markers to write the name of each company at the appropriate town.

Find and Label in green: Uplands

· Tyson Foods – Springdale

· George’s – Springdale

· Wal-Mart Home Office-Bentonville

· J.B. Hunt Trucking – Lowell

· P.A.M Trucking – Tontitown

· Baldor Electric – Fort Smith

· Whirlpool Electric – Fort Smith

· Aromatique – Heber Springs

· Ranger Boats – Flippin

· Smackover Pool – Smackover

· Chateau Aux Arc – Altus

· Weiderkehr - Altus

· Post Familie – Altus

Find and Label in blue: Delta

· Cotton Industry – Mississippi Delta

· Riceland Foods – Stuttgart

Find and Label in red: Gulf Coastal Plains

· Fordyce Lumber Company – Fordyce

· Crossett Lumber Company – Crossett

· Arkansas Lumber Company – Warren

· Deltic Timber – El Dorado

· Murphy Oil – El Dorado

· Fayetteville Shale Natural Gas mining – Arkansas River Valley

Find and Label in yellow: Central Arkansas
· Stephens Inc. – Little Rock

· Acxiom – Little Rock

· Alltel – Little Rock

· Dillards – Little Rock

· TCBY – Little Rock
Industry Summary:  
Tribes of early Arkansans, the Native Americans, hunted and farmed the land.  Explorers, led by the French found a rich source of trade items including bountiful furs.   Arkansas today has built on the farming heritage with the development of companies such as Riceland Farms, Tyson Foods, and Deltic Timber.  The trade history has lead to the development of retail companies such as Dillards and Wal-Mart.  J.B. Hunt and Arkansas Best Freightways followed trucking industry leaders such as Willis Shaw and Harvey Jones Trucking to become industry stars.  In 150 years Arkansas went from being one of the prime cotton producing states to having the world’s largest retailer.  The wealth from economic activity moved from the rich farmlands of the Arkansas delta to the mountain lands of Northwest Arkansas.  Little Rock, being the governmental hub of the state, has always been an economic and population leader.  These transitions have not been easy.  They have incurred costs and benefits.  The population of Arkansas has and is shifting to support the changes in economic development. The Northwest corner of the state is booming with economic development.  The need for construction workers and poultry industry workers has pulled migrants from Mexico and the Marshall Islands. Lack of job opportunities has caused population to decline in the Delta region and southern part of the state.  Though the state is often divided into five or six regions, for this summary we will combine them into three general geographic regions. 

Uplands:  The Uplands (consisting of the Ozarks, Ouachita, and the Arkansas River valleys) have always supported sustenance farming.  Indians quarried some of the minerals such as chert for making spear points, arrowheads and other tools.  Novaculite, originally used by the Indians is now used for knife sharpening.  Bauxite (barite), antimony and mercury are additional minerals of economic value to the state. After many years of sustenance farming, the Northwest corner of Arkansas is currently experiencing an economic boom.  Large companies such as Wal-Mart, Tyson Foods, J.B. Hunt Trucking Company, and Arkansas Freightways have headquarters here.  The growth of these companies has brought large migrations of highly skilled and unskilled workers to the area.  The highly skilled workers in management, academia or research for the companies while the unskilled work in the poultry plants or the construction industry.  The once almost all Caucasian population is now speckled with Hispanic and Asian faces.  The value of property that was prospected 100 years ago is now making a lot of millionaires out of ‘ole farmers’.  The growth is causing concern over water, sewage and the overall environment. In Fort Smith, long a manufacturing base, plants such as Whirlpool Electric have relocated some of their production abroad. Baldor Electric, a Fort Smith electric engine production company, sells in 55 countries from 15 USA plants and one in England.   Along the Arkansas River valley is the wine producing city of Altus founded by German-Swiss immigrants who settled in the foothills of the Ozarks.
Wiederkehr (http://www.wiederkehrwines.com/history.html) and Post Familie wines have 
been Arkansas’ industry leaders with Chateau aux Arc (http://www.chateauauxarc.com/About-Us-C110.aspx ) being an award winning newcomer in 1998. Companies such as Aromatique in Heber Springs have experienced phenomenal success.  Under the direction of Patty Upton, Aromatique (http://www.aromatique.com/about/history.html), created in 1982, used botanicals to create rich and full-bodied decorative fragrances.  This company fully used natural state resources to create a unique product treasured by consumers across the U.S.    Ranger Boats (http://www.rangerboats.com/staticPages/heritage.cfm), founded by Forrest Woods in Flippin is an industry leader. With more than 18,000 students the University of Arkansas serves as an economic engine for Fayetteville and the state. With the world's growing thirst and demand for cheap energy stretched to the limit and natural gas prices skyrocketing to record levels, Arkansas producers such as Seeco Inc. and Hanna Oil of Fort Smith and others from outside the state are looking to strike it rich again in places like the Fayetteville Shale Play (http://www.stlouisfed.org/publications/re/2007/c/pages/conway.html) in north central Arkansas, part of the giant Arkoma Basin that runs through eastern Oklahoma and western Arkansas. More than 38,000 permits to drill oil, gas and brine wells have been issued by the state Oil and Gas Commission. Conway has felt the economic boom from the Fayetteville Shale Play. 
The Delta:  The Mississippi Alluvial Plain is a broad, flat area of rich soil.  “Alluvial” refers to soil left behind by rivers.  This area is commonly referred to as the Mississippi Delta because it was formed by the waters of the Mississippi River.  This region has some of the best farmland in America.  The Delta went from a period of great wealth and prosperity to one that is currently struggling economically. During the period just before and after the Civil War Arkansas was one of the most productive cotton growing regions in the United States. Without a source of labor through slavery, tenant farming or share cropping farm structures had to change. Mechanical harvesting helped but the competition from world markets made cotton production less profitable.  The cotton plantations could not survive in the fashion of the past. This region now grows cotton, rice and soybeans.  Riceland Foods (http://www.riceland.com/), headquartered in Stuttgart, AR was founded in 1921.    It is a cooperative of 9000 member/owners from 5 states.  Riceland is the world’s largest rice miller and rice marketer selling long-grain, brown, wild, flavored rice, and rice-based meal. They market products throughout the US, as well as in more than 75 countries internationally.  Capital intensive farming has resulted in a population shift as fewer farmers have produced more.  Fewer family members were needed on the farm and education and job opportunities led many to move to other areas of the state or beyond.   (http://www.1-800-arkansas.com/maps/images/Poverty%20PDF_GIFF/poverty.gif). 

Gulf Coastal Plains:  The Gulf Coastal Plain is crossed by rivers such as the Ouachita, Saline and Red rivers.  The river valleys are suitable for farming but the remainder of the land was timberland.  Pine forests grow here.  They have been used for the timber and paper industry for years with the peak production times beginning after the Civil War. Samual Fordyce built the cotton belt railroad from St. Louis to Pine Bluff, Camden and on to Texas.  Around the turn of the century lumber entrepreneurs established companies such as the Fordyce Lumber Company, Crossett Lumber Company, and the Arkansas Lumber Company at Warren.  They created feeder lines into the forests, built large sawmills and towns, and began to harvest the virgin pine.  Over time, additional power equipment such as tree cutters, road building machinery, haulers, and material management tools supported larger operations.  The areas abundant forests made it possible to produce lumber, kraft paper, fine paper, newsprint, chemicals, charcoal, and many other products.    The oil industry in Arkansas, which includes exploration as well as the production, refinement, and distribution of petroleum-based produced, exploded onto the state’s economic scene in the early 1920s.   The Busey No. 1 well started the oil boom on January 10, 1921 when it sprayed between 3,000 and 10,000 barrels of oil up to a mile away.  By 1922, 900 wells were in operation in the state.  By 1923 El Dorado boasted fifty-nine oil companies, thirteen oil operators, and twenty-two oil production companies.  Twenty-two trains ran daily from El dorado to Little Rock or Shreveport.  El Dorado grew from an agricultural city of approximately 4,000 to more than 30,000.  The discovery of the Smackover Pool resulted in similar growth in Smackover.  The Smackover Pool covered more than 25,000 acres and became the largest oil producing site in the world.  By 2001 it had produced 583 million barrels of oil. Ten counties in the southern region produce oil.  The boom ended by the late 1920s with a resurgence between the late 1930s to the late 1960s with the discovery of twelve additional major pools. Murphy Oil, headquartered in El Dorado, began as a holding company for lumber and banking interests in South Arkansas at the beginning of the twentieth century.  By the 1930s oil and natural gas had become the most important aspects of their operations.  In 1996 Murphy Oil Corporation expanded into retail gasoline sales.  Murphy USA gas stations operate in twenty-one states, primarily in parking lots of Wal-Mart retail stores.  In the late 20th century, Deltic Timber Corporation (http://www.deltic.com/), was spun off from Murphy Oil. This region is now covered in wildlife refuges and timberlands.  (check on agricultural produce such as strawberries, tomatoes, watermelons)

Central Arkansas:  As the largest city in a primarily rural and agricultural state, Little Rock has historically been the center of economic activity in Arkansas. For decades, cotton and then rice, soybeans, and other crops were the area's main source of income. During the 1950s and 1960s, the Arkansas Industrial Development Corp., headed by Winthrop Rockefeller, who later served as governor, began an aggressive campaign to attract manufacturers to the state. Although few firms established large operations, hundreds of companies moved in and set up small factories employing fewer than 1,000 people.  
Local, state, and federal government have been Little Rock's major employers for many years. Agriculture plays a major role in the economy of Little Rock and Arkansas as a whole. About one-fourth of all jobs in the state involve agriculture to some degree. Soybeans, rice, timber, and poultry continue to be the primary agricultural enterprises in the state.  Because of its strategic location, Little Rock has long served as a center for trade. 
The Little Rock Port Industrial Park offers some of the finest facilities on the Arkansas River, enabling the city to promote itself not only as a distribution center for the state's agricultural products, but also for its increasing number of manufactured goods. 
Aviation is among the most dynamic industries in Little Rock.  Aircraft and spacecraft are Arkansas' largest export, the revenue of which has grown from $35 million in 2000 to $441 million in 2002, according to the Arkansas Department of Economic Development. In Little Rock aircraft companies include Central Flying Service Inc., Dassault Aviation SA's Falcon jets, and Raytheon Aircraft.

Medical facilities, banks, and other service industries are also important to the economy of Little Rock.  Biotechnology is an emerging industry in Little Rock with the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences serving as the cornerstone for medical biotechnology research in Arkansas. 

Stephens Inc. was founded in 1933 by W. R. Witt Stephens, is a privately held, full-service banking firm (http://www.stephens.com/).  They have offices in key markets across the country as well as London to serve high net worth clients including corporations, state and local governments, institutions and individuals.  Jack Stephens, Whitt’s brother served as CEO from 1956 to 1986.  Today it is one of the largest investment banking firms off of Wall Street.  Another Little Rock start up company was TCBY, The Country’s Best Yogurt in 1981.  This low-fat frozen yogurt concept received an enthusiastic response from an increasingly health-conscious public.  In 2000 Mrs. Fields Famous Brands acquired TCBY.  Alltel Corporation, founded in 1943 in Little Rock, provides wireless voice and data communications services to individual and business customers in the United States. Alltel is a national leader in the blossoming communications industry.  Acxiom, another company leading the age of technology, was founded in 1969 and is headquartered in Little Rock.  Acxiom has offices in 10 nations including the Americas, Europe and the Asia-Pacific region. Acxiom integrates data, services and technology to create innovative, real-time solutions that improve a companies customer relationships and their bottom line. In a complicated IT world, customer information is one of the most important assets a company owns. Acxiom helps companies to maximize the value of their information in order to build strong, lasting relationships with their customers. Acxiom has been named five times to the coveted list of Fortune’s “100 Best Places to Work” (1998, 1999, 2001, 2002 and 2003).  Charles D. Morgan has been the company leader of Acxiom Corporation for 30 years.  Under his leadership Acxiom has expanded from a small data processing company into a global corporation that provides customer and information management solutions for many of the largest, most respected companies in the world.   
The William J. Clinton Presidential Library opened in 2005 (http://www.clintonlibrary.gov/).  It has served to revitalize downtown Little Rock as it is located on the Arkansas River in the River Market area.  
Tourism:  Arkansas is known as ‘The Natural State’ due to the large number of forests, rivers, lakes and mountains.  Those who have discovered the natural beauty have supported tourism (http://www.tourarkansas.com) in the state.  The 50 state parks include experiences such mountaintop hideaways with cloud-capped lodges, lakeshore cabins with cozy fireplaces, riverside campsites, island getaways with full resort amenities, swamp tours, golf, diamond mining and antique and craft shopping.  The Ozark Folk Center was developed to preserve the crafts and music of Arkansas.    Entrepreneurs such as Mike Mills from Buffalo Outdoor Center have found ways to support their lifestyle in the natural outback of Arkansas.  Mike rents canoes, cabins and provides hot air balloon rides over the first national river, the Buffalo (http://www.buffaloriver.com).  State parks provide ample opportunity for outdoor recreation and education.  Local festivals such as apple, wine, grape, watermelon and tomato celebrate the agricultural heritage of the state.  

Arkansas festivals with connections to the land:
· Wiederkehr Weinfest at Altus

· Dermott, Crawfish Festival
· Fordyce – Cotton Belt Fesrival
· Hazen – Prairie Coutny Rice Festival
· Hope – Watermelon Festival
· Lincoln – Arkansas Apple Festival
· Smackover – Oil Town Festival
· Tontitown – Grape Festival
· Warren – Bradley County Pink tomato Festival
· Weiner – Arkansas Rice Festival

The above information provides a summary of industry in Arkansas.  Use the provided labels to locate major industries.

Some helpful Internet sites include:
Arkansas.com – famous people - http://www.arkansas.com/things-to-do/famous/business.asp - 

Interactive Highway maps - http://www.arkansas.com/maps/
Tourism development - 

http://www.arkansas.com/helpful-info/tourism-development/
Photo gallery by region - http://www.arkansas.com/photo-gallery/ 

http://research.stlouisfed.org/regecon/maps/  - For information on Arkansas statistics by state or by county

Maps of Arkansas counties including poverty, population, income, transportation, etc. http://www.1-800-arkansas.com/maps/   

Arkansas history frameworks met by this lesson and the Arkansas game.
	G.1.AH.7-8.1
	Compare and contrast the six geographical land regions of Arkansas:

· Ozark Mountains (plateau)

· Ouachita Mountains

· Arkansas River Valley

· Mississippi Alluvial Plain
· Crowley’s Ridge

· West Gulf Coastal Plain 



	G.1.AH.7-8.2
	Identify and map the major rivers of Arkansas



	G.1.AH.7-8.5
	Examine the economic effect of Arkansas’ natural resources: 

· diamonds

· bauxite

· forestry products

· oil



	EA.2.AH.7-8.3
	Compare and contrast the cultural characteristics of early Indian tribes in Arkansas:

· Osage

· Caddo 

· Quapaw



	EA.2.AH.7-8.4
	Identify Arkansas Post as the first permanent European settlement in Arkansas



	SR.5.AH.7-8.7
	Identify the major Civil War battlefields in and near Arkansas 



	RP.6.AH.7-8.3
	Describe the development of manufacturing and industry in Arkansas using available technology (e.g., railroad, timber, electricity)



	W.7.AH.7-8.3
	Explore the effects of tourism on the economy: 

· Hot Springs

· Ozarks

· Murfreesboro diamond mines 
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