Arkansas:  Specializing to Produce a Great State

By:  Deborah Shearer

Baker Elementary

Pulaski County Special School District

Focus:

Overview:  Through active participation in assembling an Arkansas puzzle and playing a card game, the students will learn about specialization in early Arkansas.  Interdependence and specialization come to life when students first produce Arkansas puzzles on their own and then in production groups.  Students learn how division of labor can increase productivity.  They then relate these economic concepts to their lives as they go out into the community and interview modern day specialists.

Background Information:  By the year 1833, the area known as the Arkansas Territory had seen an influx of settlers.  Most of these new settlers were from the eastern states.  Towns such as Little Rock and Helena became centers of trade.  Many believed it was time for the Arkansas Territory to become a state.  A constitution was written and sent to Washington for approval.   Many in Congress did not like the idea of Arkansas being a slave state.  They did not want another slave state admitted to the nation.  They sought a way to resolve the issue of slavery.  On June 15, 1836, along with Michigan (a free state) Arkansas became the twenty-fifth state to join the United States of America.


When Arkansas became a state the citizens were guaranteed the same equal rights as the citizens of the other states.  They could vote in the presidential elections.  They were able to elect state officials and they had representation in Congress.  Two national parties were formed-the Democrats and the Whigs.  The first governor of Arkansas was James Serier Conway.  He was the first to serve in the Old State House, which is in Little Rock today.


Arkansas had a great natural resource--land.  People from Kentucky, Tennessee and other surrounding regions were very eager to buy the land.  The well-to-do farmers built large plantations.  Most of these were in the lowland regions of the state.  The plantation owners bought slaves to provide labor in the fields and in the homes.  While most of the slaves worked producing the crops, others had specialized skills such as carpentry or blacksmithing.  Some strictly took care of the animals.  Some women slaves worked as seamstresses.  Other women specialized as cooks.  Some slaves, both men and women, worked as house servants.  Most of the plantations produced cotton.  These plantations were primarily self-sufficient.  Most of the food for the planters and slaves were produced on the farm.  A lot of the clothing for the families was also produced at home.  


The soil in the highland regions was not rich enough to produce cotton.  The farms were smaller and these farmers produced wheat, corn, oats, potatoes, tobacco, apples, peaches and livestock and other natural resources.  They produced most of their own food. They found it was not necessary to purchase sugar since honey could be taken from bees in the woods.  Sorghum molasses was made from homegrown sugar canes.  The women in the families made clothing for the family.  Some farmers trapped and sold furs.  Others earned income by selling corn and bacon to the larger planters who had put all their land into cotton and had not produced enough food for their slaves.


Arkansas continued to grow.  By 1860 the population was eight times as large as it had been when Arkansas gained statehood.  The steamboat proved the best choice economically to ship goods throughout the state.  People were beginning to burn the natural resource of coal instead of wood and this was being mined between Little 

Rock and Fort Smith.  Road transportation had improved.  It was not perfect and problems such as deep ruts, holes, and flooding were common, but this was the most common means of transportation.  Stage travel began in 1858 with several lines across the state.  Coaches carried passengers and mail.  The first railroad from Little Rock to Memphis opened in 1858.  Thanks to the many specialists and their special talents, Arkansas was indeed growing.


Most Arkansans lived on farms and produced most of their wants.   Elsewhere, towns and small cities were prospering. The towns’ people earned their livings in various ways.  Most were carpenters, physicians, teachers, merchants, day laborers, clerks, and bricklayers.  The miller helped to grind grain into flour.  Churches were being established and traveling preachers were going from community to community on horseback.  This allowed them to serve all of their church members.  A very important craftsman to come to early Arkansas was the blacksmith.  He was needed to produce shoes for the horses.  He also produced tools, such as hoes, rakes, saws, and wagon wheels for the farmer and townspeople.  James Black, a blacksmith from New Jersey who settled in Arkansas, designed the famous “Bowie Knife”.  It was known as the “Arkansas toothpick” and was considered a superior weapon and hunting knife.  The tanner proved to be a vital member of the community.  He tanned animal skins into leather.  He also made clothes, boots, harnesses, and saddlebags.  Simple goods, such as thread and cloth, were hard to purchase because towns and cities were far apart and the nearest store may be days away.  The frontier peddler helped solve this problem.  He would carry lightweight goods on horseback, in wagons, or on foot and sell to consumers.  Other people who specialized were lawyers, shoemakers, stonemasons, stagecoach drivers, railroad workers, and steam boaters.  Still others were dentists and doctors.  Women were nurses, spinners, seamstresses and housekeepers.    Arkansas had indeed become a state where people with special skills relied on others with special skills to be the best state in the union.

Grade Levels:  5-8

Number of Class Periods:  This could take 3 class periods.

Curriculum Alignment:

Voluntary National Content Standards in Economics:

Content Standard 6:  When individuals, regions, and nations specialize in what they can 

produce at the lowest cost and then trade with others, both production and 

consumption increase.

Grade 4 – Benchmark 1:  Economic specialization occurs when people

concentrate their production on fewer kinds of goods and services than they

consume.

Benchmark 2:  Division of labor occurs when the production of a good is broken

down into numerous separate tasks, with different workers performing each task.

Benchmark 3:  Specialization and division of labor usually increase the
productivity of workers.

Benchmark 4:  Greater specialization leads to increase interdependence among

producers and consumers.

Content Standard 1:  Productive resources are limited.  Therefore, people cannot have 

all the goods and services they want; as a result, they must choose some things and give up others.

Benchmark 3:  Goods are objects that can satisfy people’s wants.

Benchmark 4:  Services are actions that can satisfy people’s wants.

Arkansas Social Studies Frameworks:
Strand 1:  Interdependence

Content Standard:  Students will demonstrate an understanding of how Arkansas

people, cultures and systems are connected.

Student Learning Expectation Grade 4-6:

1.1.6  Know and analyze the interdependence of the present and the past in the

various communities and regions within Arkansas.

Strand 5:  Cooperation and Conflict

Content Standard:  Students will demonstrate an understanding that differing

values and opposing goals can result in conflict within Arkansas, which requires


cooperation for resolution.


5.1.9  Research and demonstrate issues and events that led to Arkansas’ becoming


a state.

PREPARE:

Materials:

Session One:

· poster size outline of Arkansas cut into thirteen puzzle pieces.

· Early Arkansas Specialists card game.

· chart paper, markers

· 15 5X7 index cards

Session Two:

· overhead projector

· transparency and worksheet:  “How To Produce a Specialists of Early Arkansas Puzzle”

· worksheet, one per group, “How To Produce a Specialists of Early Arkansas Puzzle”

· chart paper

· papers, pencils, colors, glue, scissors, envelopes, per cooperative group

Session Three:

· poster size outline of Arkansas, one per cooperative group

· notebook paper, pencils

· markers per group

· interview sheet 

Construct:

1. Prepare a poster size outline of Arkansas.  Divide the outline into thirteen sections.  Include on each section one of the following specialists that helped develop Arkansas as a state:  governor, steam boater, stagecoach driver, doctor, teacher, banker, seamstress, blacksmith, coal miner, railroad worker, lawyer, shoemaker, and farmer.  An example is included within the lesson.  Cut apart and have the pieces available for the beginning of the lesson.  The puzzle can be assembled on a magnetic board (add magnetic tape to the back of each puzzle piece), a chalkboard (add tape to the back) or a bulletin board.  Predetermine the area before the start of the lesson.  Label the area Specialists of Early Arkansas.  

2. Prepare the “Early Arkansas Specialists” card game.  Use fifteen 5 x 7       index cards.  Cut out the fifteen job titles and fifteen job descriptions (included in the lesson).  Glue the job titles on one side of the index card and the job descriptions on the other side.  The same job title and description are not to be on the same index card.  Place cards in a manila envelope labeled “Early Arkansas Specialists”.

3. Determine area for cooperative groups.  Each group will need 4 – 5     members.

4. Prepare a transparency of “How To Produce Specialists of Early Arkansas Puzzle”.

5. Copy worksheet “How to Produce Specialists of Early Arkansas Puzzle -one per group.  

6. Trace and cut 6” outlines of Arkansas.  The outlines can be on butcher paper or poster board.  One outline per cooperative group.

7. Prepare interview sheet, one per student.

TEACH:

Introduction:  Ask the students if they have ever made their own clothes?  grown their own food?  built their own homes?  taken care of emergencies in their community? Who is responsible for this?  How are these done for us?  Continue until many jobs have been discussed.  Tell the students that all these workers have an economic name: specialists.  A specialist is a person who produces a narrower range of goods and services than they consume.  In other words, a specialist works in a job where he or she will produce a few goods or services.  We have specialization because no one can do everything well.  Explain that some early Arkansans had to do it all—from growing their own food to producing their own clothes.  As Arkansas grew as a state and cities and towns began to develop, there was a need for specialization.

Activities:

Session One:

1. Share the background information of Arkansas from early statehood (1836) through 1860.  Explain to students that specialists are people who produce fewer goods or services than they consume.  Distribute the puzzle pieces to 13 students.  Explain that each piece represents a specialist who helped in the growth of Arkansas as a state.  Tell the students that during the lesson various specialists will be mentioned.  Have the students place their puzzle piece on the map as their specialist is discussed.  They will be assembling the puzzle in the area labeled Specialists of Early Arkansas.  This area was predetermined before the start of the lesson.   After the puzzle is completed discuss the various specialists, their jobs, and how they helped the early Arkansans.

2. Play the game “Early Arkansas Specialists”.  The cards represent some of the specialists during the early years of Arkansas statehood.  One side of the card has a job description.  The other side has a different job title.  Play begins by having one student read the job description on his or her card.  The student with the corresponding job title card will answer by calling out the job title.  This student will read the job description on the back of their card and the next student with the correct job title will answer.  For example:  If the game begins with the card stating “transporting goods on the river”, the student with “steam boater” will respond.  That student will then read the job description on the back of his/her card.  Play continues until all cards have been read.

3. Using the background information provided in the lesson, generate a list of specialists from 1836 to 1860.  Have the students write these on chart paper.  Briefly explain each job.  Discuss each specialist in terms of his or her importance to others.  How did each job affect the lives of the early Arkansans?  Did it make their lives easier or harder?  How did each specialist know how to do his or her job?  Why did the early Arkansans rely on certain specialists?  When we depend on others for goods or services we do not produce ourselves, it is called interdependence.

4. Discuss with the students the fact that some Arkansans during this time were mostly self-sufficient.  The small farmers produced their own food, clothing, and shelter.  The large plantation relied on the slaves to produce the goods and services they wanted.

Session Two:

1. Tell the students they are going to produce Specialists of Early Arkansas puzzles.  Each student will be self-sufficient by providing all the labor necessary for production.  Discuss the “How To” transparency provided in the lesson.  Provide each group with a copy of the directions.

2. Distribute materials.  Explain that each group is to see how many puzzles they can produce.  Each person is to work individually sharing the materials given to the group.  Production time will be twenty minutes.  Monitor the production.  When time is up determine how many puzzles each group produced.  Divide the number produced by the number of workers in your group.  This is the productivity per worker.  Record these.  

3. Discuss if many puzzles were produced?  If not, how come?  What can we do differently?  Can we do anything to change production?   Hopefully someone will mention the fact that it is hard for one person to do everything.  Reflect on the difficulty the early Arkansans experienced when he/she “had to do it all” or were self-sufficient.

4. Ask if anyone has an idea as to how to increase productivity?  Productivity is the number produced using the same resources.   Explain that the same task is to be repeated, but this time the students will be working in cooperative groups to produce the puzzles.  Ask the students how this might affect productivity?  Divide the students into groups of four to five members.  Have them brainstorm ideas of how to increase their productivity.  They many record this if necessary.  Share their ideas with the class.  

5. Have each group decide how their workers will specialize.  The number of workers and materials stay the same.  As in the previous activity, production time will be twenty minutes.  Refer again to the transparency.  Monitor the production.  Watch for signs of division of labor.  When time is up discuss the total number of puzzles produced by each group.  Record these and compare to the total number of puzzles produced in the first production period when the students worked individually.  Calculate productivity again.  Did productivity increase?  Why do you think this was so?  Discuss the different jobs chosen by the students.  Who did the coloring?  the gluing?  the writing? the cutting? Tell the students that as jobs were assigned, they were experiencing division of labor.  Division of labor occurs when the production of a good is broken down into numerous tasks, with different workers performing each task.  As each person performed a task, he/she was being a specialist.  Specialization and division of labor usually increase the productivity of workers.  Hopefully more puzzles were produced during the second production period than the first.

Session Three:

1. Remind the students that once cities and towns were developing and growing, people began to rely on others to provide the goods and services they wanted.  This is true today.  We as a society are dependent on others for our goods and services.  Ask the students if they remember the economic term for this dependence on others.  Remind them that it is called interdependence.  The students will work independently to create a list of specialists within their own community.  Record these on notebook paper.

2. Organize the students into cooperative groups.  Using the lists prepared by each student, compile one list of specialists per group.   Using markers record these on the pre cut outlines of Arkansas.  Have each group share their list with the class.  Display in the classroom.

3. Have the students discuss how they depend on each human resource listed.  Who uses a dentist?  doctor?  lawyer?  mechanic?  teacher?  restaurant worker?  brick layer?  garbage collector?  What would happen if, for some reason, one of these were removed from the community?  What if the garbage collectors were no longer available?  What would become of the garbage?  Who would be responsible of disposing of the garbage?  Reemphasize the fact that we depend on others to provide the goods and services we want through specialization and interdependence.

4. Each student will need an interview sheet that is provided within the lesson   Explain that the students are to interview either a specialist within their own home or one in their community.  Predetermine a due date.  Once all are returned, discuss the findings.

Closure:  Discuss specialization and interdependence in Arkansas from 1836 to 1860.  How different was it among the Arkansans who were self-sufficient and those who relied on others for the goods and services they wanted.  Reiterate the fact that in Arkansas today we are dependent on others to provide our goods and services.  We “cannot do it all”.

Evaluation:

Performance Task:  You are a newspaper reporter.  Your topic is economic specialization.  Your assignment is to compare life in early Arkansas to life today with heavy emphasis on specialization.  Include the early farmers who produced most of their goods and services.  Describe their life.  Some of the early specialists were different than those of today.  Include some of these.  Discuss the importance of specialization and interdependence in Arkansas today.  Remember the rules of paragraph writing.  
Connect:

Graphing:

1)  Graph each group’s total number of Specialists of Early Arkansas puzzle?


      Discuss results.


Writing:


1)  Write invitations to specialists who indicated they would like to speak to the


      class.  Include choices of days and times.

2) Write thank you notes to any specialists who spoke to the class.

Creative Writing:

1)  Your family is moving to Arkansas from Tennessee.  They will settle on a 

   
      small farm in the Ozark Mountains.  Describe their life on the farm.  Who 


      provides the labor?  Who will provide the goods and services wanted?


      Include specialization.

2) Life in Little Rock during the years between 1836 and 1860 was exciting.  

      The town was growing.  Businesses were being established.  More and more

residents were relying on others for goods and services.  Choose a specialist

from this period.  Describe your role in the town.  How did others rely on

you?  Did you also rely on others?  Mention specialization and 

interdependence.

Geography:

Locate on an Early Arkansas map the lowland regions where plantations were built.  Locate the northwestern highlands (Ozarks and Ouachita mountains) where the soil was too thin to grow cotton and small farms were built and planted.  Locate some of the small towns and cities (Little Rock, Fort Smith, Fayetteville) where the towns’ people began to rely on others to produce the goods and services they wanted.

Art:
Illustrate examples of specialists within the community. Include goods and services produced by each.

Family/Community Connection:

Over a short period of time (weekend, weekdays, break from school) list all the specialists used by any family member.  Include any duplication that may occur.  Discuss findings.  This would make an excellent graphing assignment.

Field Trips:

Old State House Museum, Little Rock

Arkansas Territorial Restoration, Little Rock

Teacher Resources:

Berry, Fred and John Novak.  The History of Arkansas.  Rose Publishing Company.   Little Rock, Arkansas.  1987.

Brown, Walter.  Our Arkansas.  The Steck Company. Austin, Texas, l958.

Dougan, Michael B.  Arkansas Odyssey-The Saga of Arkansas From Prehistoric Times to Present.  Rose Publishing Company, Inc., Publishers. Little Rock, AR.  1994.

Ferguson, John L. and J. H. Atkinson.  Historic Arkansas.  Arkansas Historic Commission.  Little Rock, AR.  1966.

Greer, Tom and Lavell Cole.  Arkansas-The World Around Us. MacMillan/McGraw Hill School Publishing Co., NY, NY.  1991.

Mitchell, Ruth.  Arkansas Heritage.  Rose Publishing Company.  Little Rock, Arkansas.  1986.
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enlarge to poster size

Job Titles

Governor 

Steam boater

Farmer

Stagecoach driver

Doctor

Teacher

Banker

Coal miner

Carpenter

Shoemaker

Seamstress

Blacksmith

Railroad worker

Clerk

Lawyer

reproduce for “Early Arkansas Specialists” card game

Job Descriptions

taught lessons to a few students, some who came only when they

weren’t working in the fields

worked in the first state banks of Arkansas

mined coal to be used as fuel 

used trees to produce wood products

produced shoes for others

sewed clothes for other people

produced horse shoes for farmers and towns people

worked on the first railroads

provided services in stores and small shops

provided services for people who need help with the law

produced food and sold to plantation owners and others

state’s highest executive leader

transported goods on the river

carried mail and passengers in a coach

traveled on horseback over large distances to treat the sick

reproduce for the “Early Arkansas Specialists” card game

“How To Produce a “Specialists of Early Arkansas” puzzle

Task:  To produce as many completed puzzles as possible in a given amount of time (preferably 20 minutes).

How to:

· Draw an outline of the state of Arkansas.

· Color the outline.

· Cut out the outline.

· On paper provided, list 10 specialists discussed in the Arkansas history lesson.

· Cut out each name.

· Glue on the Arkansas outline.

· Cut Arkansas into 10 puzzle pieces with the name of one specialist on each piece.

· Assemble puzzle.

· Place in envelope labeled “Specialists of Early Arkansas”.
reproduce for transparency and worksheet

Specialization Within The Community

Person interviewed:








What is your place of employment?    







What is your job title?










Please describe your work









Are you a producer of a good?


  a service?




How long have you been in your current position?




What special training is needed for your job?









































Please tell how specialization and interdependence affect the work you do.
















































Would you be willing to talk to my class about your job?  If yes, when would be convenient?






















Name of student_______________________________

Performance Task

You are a newspaper reporter.  Your topic is economic specialization.  Your assignment is to compare life in early Arkansas to life today with heavy emphasis on specialization.  Include the early farmers who produced most of their own goods and services.  Describe their life.  Some of the early specialists were different than those of today.  Include some of these.  Discuss the importance of specialization and interdependence in Arkansas today.  Remember to use the rules of paragraph writing.  Be creative!!!!!  You want people to read your article.

Scoring Guide

4  Advanced

· Discusses specialization in early Arkansas

· Describes farm life in early Arkansas

· Discusses specialization in Arkansas today

· Includes interdependence 

· Follows rules of paragraph writing

· Uses a creative way to write report

3  Proficient

· Discusses specialization in early Arkansas
· Describes farm life in early Arkansas
· Discusses specialization in Arkansas today
· Included interdependence
· Follows rules of paragraph writing
2  Basic

· Discusses specialization either in early Arkansas or Arkansas today (does not include both)
· Does not include interdependence
· Does not follow the rules of paragraph writing
1  Below Basic
· Does not understand concept of specialization

· Does not follow rules of paragraph writing
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