ARKANSAS PARK DEVELOPMENT: 

Scarcity of Land
                                                                                                                          By Dr. Rita Littrell
1.  FOCUS
Overview:  
Students research the six natural divisions of the state to determine the location for a new state park.  Due to scarcity of resources, only one new park can be developed.  The goals of the park and the opportunity cost are important criteria to be considered in this important decision.

Curriculum Alignment:
Voluntary National Content Standards in Economics:

Content Standard 1: Students will understand that productive resources are limited.  Therefore, people cannot have all the goods and services they want; as a result, they must choose some things and give up others.

Grade 4 - Benchmark 1: People make choices because they cannot have everything they want. 

Benchmark 2: Economic wants are desires that can be satisfied by consuming a good, service, or leisure activity.

Benchmark 3: Goods are objects that can satisfy people’s wants.

Benchmark 4: Services are actions that can satisfy people’s wants.

Benchmark 6: Whenever a choice is made, something is given up. 

Content Standard 16: Students will understand that there is an economic role for government to play in a market economy whenever the benefits of a government policy outweigh its costs.  Governments often provide for national defense, address environmental concerns, define and protect property rights, and attempt to make markets more competitive.  Most government policies also redistribute income.

Grade 4 – Benchmark 1: Governments provide certain kinds of goods and services in a market economy.

Benchmark 2: Governments pay for the goods and services they use or provide by taxing or borrowing from people.

For additional information on economics standards:      http://www.councilforeconed.org 
Arkansas Social Studies Frameworks:  

Strand 1: Scarcity and Choice

Student Learning Expectation Grades K-4:

4.1.5. Apply the concept that goods and services are limited by available resources, forcing individuals and societies to make choices.

4.1.7 Examine scarcity and choice in our world using a variety resources, such as maps, globes, technology, field studies, simulations, literature, languages and the arts.

Arkansas History Frameworks:

Strand 1: Interdependence

Student Learning Expectations Grades 4-6:

1.1.9 Demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the natural regions in Arkansas.

Strand 4: Scarcity and Choice

Student Learning Expectations Grades 4-6:


4.1.5
Illustrate and explain how water, soil and forests influenced the development of Arkansas.


2.  PREPARE
Materials: 
· Arkansas State Parks  booklet (6 copies) or use website: http://parkguide.arkansasstateparks.com/WebProject.asp? 
· Arkansas State Highway Map (7 copies)

· Arkansas Tour Guide (6 copies)

· Arkansas’ Natural Divisions cards - provided

· Decision Making Grid provided (1 per student)

Construct:  

1.
Order six copies of the current Arkansas State Parks booklet and Arkansas Tour Guide.   




Arkansas Department of Parks & Tourism




One Capitol Mall





Little Rock, AR 72201

2. Order seven copies of the Arkansas State Highway Map. 



Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department



P.O. Box 2261



Little Rock, AR 72203  

3. Determine how to group your class into six groups.

4. Prepare a bulletin board with the map of the state of Arkansas.

5. Make one copy of the Arkansas’ Natural Divisions cards and cut into six separate cards.

6. Ask three adults to serve as the State Parks, Recreation and Tourism Commission on the day that the students present their suggestions for a new park.

7. Make one copy of the Decision Making Grid for each student.
8. If customizing for Arkansas history, use this site: http://www.historystateparks.com/ .
3.  TEACH
Know:  

Have students share experiences in Arkansas parks.  Ask them to describe the types of activities they prefer when spending a weekend in a park.

Activities:

1. Share the following information about Arkansas’ State Parks.


“Arkansas’ state parks system was first developed in the 1930s with the work of the Civilian Conservation Corps.  Today, the system has grown to 50 diverse parks located throughout the state.  This year, Arkansas State Parks is entering one of the most exciting stages in its history as a result of Amendment 75, Arkansas’ conservation Amendment which was passed by Arkansas votes in November 1996.  This 1/8th of one cent tax now benefits Arkansas State Parks, the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, the Department of Arkansas Heritage and the Keep Arkansas Beautiful commission.  Through this tax, Arkansas State Parks will receive over $17 million annually to repair, renovate and improve our parks system.  We hope you share our excitement as we improve our parks for all those who enjoy them—now and in the future.”  










(Greg Butts, P. 8)


This information was taken from the Arkansas State Parks 1998 booklet published by the Arkansas Department of parks and Tourism.

2. Explain to students that taxes are collected by government and then spent on goods and services that benefit a large group of citizens or citizens with special needs.  In this case, the tax was approved by voters in 1996 and will be used by organizations that are working to preserve our heritage or improve the beauty of the state.

3. Explain that Greg Butts, the director of Arkansas State Parks, has asked the class to assist him with a special project.  With the income from the sales tax, the State Parks, Recreation and Travel Commission has decided to build an additional state park.  The class is to determine where the new park will be located.  This will be a tough decision because the citizens from each part of the state will want the park to be located near them.  Because resources are limited, only one new park can be built.  A scarcity exists.  Several parks are wanted but there are only enough resources for one park.

4. Divide the class into six groups.  Give each group an Arkansas’ Natural Division card.

5. Have each group to research the division of the state given on the card to determine a good location for a new state park.  The park must be four square miles in size.

6. Explain that Arkansas Parks are developed with certain goals in mind.  Parks are developed to:

· preserve the natural beauty of the state, 

· provide recreation , 

· preserve historical sites, or

· educate (through museums or other facilities). 

7. As an example of an Arkansas park and its mission, view the website for Mount Magazine State Park.  Have students determine which of the four goals is met by this park: preservation of history, natural beauty, provide recreation or to educate.  (Answer is all four.) Learn about the history of Mt. Magazine. 
http://www.mountmagazinestatepark.com/  & http://www.mountmagazinestatepark.com/history/timeline.aspx .


8. Have students locate existing parks in the region of the state to which they are assigned and to determine the goals of the park.  Have them review the goods (such as stores or restaurants) and services (such as trails, fishing, and water sports) provided to the consumers.  This information is provided in the Arkansas State Parks booklet, the Arkansas Tour Guide, and the Arkansas State Highway Map.  Please note that the state divisions in the tour guide differ somewhat from the ones used in this lesson and in the State Parks booklet.  Web-sites are included at the end the lesson that will provide additional information.  History Option:  Modify the lesson to require students to create a park with historical significance.  They would include history as part of the rationale for creating their proposed park.
9. Explain that an important part of the decision about where to place a park will be the opportunity cost – or what will be foregone.  Have the students consider the value and uses of the land they are suggesting should become a state park.  List these on the Park Opportunity Cost handout.

10. When a location is selected, goals established, and goods and services determined, have the students develop a brochure or poster advertising the new park.  

11. Have each group give a presentation to the State Parks, Recreation and Travel Commission (panel of three adults) to convince them that their park idea is the one that should be funded.  Have the students describe the opportunity cost and goals.  

12. Distribute the Decision Making Grid and have students individually complete it while the presentations are being made.  Explain that additional criterion should be established by each student.  Discuss other criteria the students consider to be important such as serving several populations, promoting physical wellbeing, or teaching about Arkansas.   Then have each student decide where he/she thinks the park should be located.

13. As each presentation is made, mark the suggested location on the Arkansas map on the bulletin board.  Run a piece of yarn from the location to the poster or brochure.

14. Have the Commissioners announce their decision based on the costs and benefits of the new park.

Additional sites: http://www.arkansasstateparks.com/links/
Link:   

Ask students to share the criteria they will consider when planning a trip to a park in the future.

4.  Connect:
Language Arts: Write a letter to the Greg Butts, Arkansas State Parks Director, describing why a new park should be located in your region of the state.

Economics:  List all the resources needed to construct and operate a new park.  Categorize these into human, natural, and capital resources. 

Map & Math Skills: Select one of the new parks for a weekend trip.  Using the Arkansas State Highway map, calculate the number of miles it will take to travel to the park.  If gas is 98 cents a gallon and your car gets 20 miles to a gallon, how much will gas cost you.

Internet:  Try these sites for more information about Arkansas State Parks and regions of the state.

Geography: Locate a town on the Arkansas Highway map that begins with each letter of the alphabet except for X.

Arkansas’ Six Natural Divisions
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Park Opportunity Cost

Complete the Cost/Benefit analysis below.  In the cost column, list the opportunity cost of building the park in the suggested location.  The opportunity cost includes the things that will be foregone if a park is developed on the property.  The benefits include the goals of the park (natural, recreational, historical, or educational) as well as specific goods and services that will be provided.  This information will be used in your presentation to the Park Commissioners.  
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Performance Task 1:

You have to make a choice about what to do with your time on Friday evening.  You may choose to go to the football game to see your school team play with a couple of friends or you may go to a movie with a friend who is visiting from out of town.  Your time is scarce.  You enjoy the company of your friends as well as the game and the movie.  You would like to cheer for your team but you would also like to spend time with the friend from out of town.  To help you decide what to do, complete a Costs/Benefits analysis listing the costs of going to the ballgame as well as the benefits.  Be sure to list as many costs and benefits as possible.  

	Costs
	Benefits

	
	


What resource is scarce? 









Scoring Guide:

4 Advanced

Costs include four or more items with at least two being non-monetary


One cost will indicate the understanding of scarcity of time


Benefits include four or more items


Time is named as the scarce resource

3 Proficient

Costs include three or more items with at least one being non-monetary

Benefits include three or more items

Time is named as the scarce resource

2 Basic

Costs include at least one non-monetary item

Benefits include two items

Time is named as the scarce resource

1 Below Basic

Costs only include money


One benefit listed
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